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comments and views expressed by the editor.
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The letters collected in this sectron will hélp the spa®¥nt to determine
definitely some of Bajirao’s movements and-activities in Malwa, a subject
which 1s still more or less vague. One of these letters mentions the help-
mates of Bajirao in his northern conquests. Another mentions the chagrin
of the Emperor upon learning of the capture of Dhar by the Marathas,
Dhar being the key of Northern India. But evidently Bajirao could
not push on his further conquests in 1724 as the return of the Nizam
required his immediate presence in the South. The next two years, 1725-
27, were spent in the Carnatic expedition and in facing other difhculties,
created by the Nizam. Elaborate preparations were made atter the Dussera
of 1727 and large Maratha forces under commanders who were destined
later to make a great name for themselves crossed the Nerbudda to check-
mate the Nizam in Malwa. As the latter however made a sudden
swoop southwards and threatened Poona, Bajirao left his main army to
harass the northern borders of the Nerbudda, swerved suddenly to the
south, and encountered the Nizam on the held of Palkhed not far from
Aurangabad. The usual guerilla tactics did not avail the Marathas much,
the Nizam being only arrested in his progress and compelled to accede
to the two Maratha claims on the six subhas of the south agreed to
previously by the Emperor in 1719. To gain time for more mature
opposition he for some years continued a subtle and diplomatic campaign

against Shahu.
The vear 1728 was an Annus Mirabilis for the Maratha arms. While

Bajirao was surrounding the Nizam in the south, some of his hieutenants 1n
Malwa, acting on information received, planned a sudden coup. Not a
moment was wasted ; mobilizing a sirong army at Satara at the end of the
maqnsoon both Bajirac and Chimaji took up the command of the expedition
and proceeded, the former through Berar, Nagpur and the Central Province
and the latter by the Western route th rough Khandesh and Nemad keeping
full contact with each other. Chimaji's movements proved wonderfully
guick. * Having left Poona towards the end of October, he met Girdhar
Bahadur, the Subha of Malwa, near Amzera and killed him 1n a bloodly
encounter in which both parties fought heroically. Within less than a
month Raja Girdhar's cousin and successor, the great Daya Bahadur, was
dvercome by Chima)ji and put to death. These achievements at once struck
terror in the heart of the Emperor and his government, convincing them
that the Marathas had to be reckoned with. Baprao at the same time
proceeded by the Eastern route through Mandla into Bunde!khand wb-
the Bundelas whole-heartedly welcomed him. The Bundelas_ (/b ~d’
carryng on a ceaseless struggle against the Empire, had fo,,

hemmed on all sides by the armies ol Mahmudkhan Banga

Rohilla commander, and sorely needed help. Jaitour,
the Bundelas, which had surrendered to the Rohilla g€l g
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jointly by the Marathas' and the. Buridelas and captured Apnl 1729.
Mahmudkhan's army was,.completely disorganized, and retreated from

Bundelkhand.

Thus within less than-six months the Peshwa and his brother Chimayi
pushed on practically b the banks of the Chambal and the Jumna
threatening Delhi itself. " It seems that Chimaji returned to the Deccan but

Bajirao remained behind censolidating his'canquests by personal influence -

and diplomacy. He cultivatkedaami_t_:ha‘b_!e relations with Sawai Jaysing and
respected the honoured heritage of the Rana of Udepur. But the hostile
activities of Abhaysing of Marwar brought upon him the crushing hand
of the conqueror. Next year Chimaji returned to Malwa and assuaged
the feelings of the old Chhatrasal who had sought Maratha protection.
These achievements not only established the reputation of the young
Peshwa and his lieutenants on a sure foundation but replenished the coffers
of the king at Satara convincing him that in any emergency the Peshwa
and his brother could be safely relied upon.

These papers are important tor another reason also. They clear
up much of the haziness that hangs about the relations of the
Marathas with the Empire in the first quarter of the 18th century.
The details about Daya Bahadur, Girdhar Bahadur, Mahmudkhan Bangash
and Raja Chhatrasal are for the first time established on an _undisputable
basis of time and place. It was up to this time believed that Raja Girdhar
met his doom on the field of Sarangpur which was probably his base of
operations. But the action 1n which he lost his hite was fought at Amzera
in the vicinity of Mandogad, while Daya Bahadur shared the same fate on
that very field, although previously he was supposed to have fallen at
Tirla which is not far away. The deteat of Bangash, which relieved the

Bundela Raja Chhatrasal, is now defimitely established to have taken place
in the summer ot 1729.

But the whole affair 1s not atter all so simple as it appears. Raghuii
Bhonsle and some of l‘llS. colleagues are shown 1n these papers to be
carrying their own plans independently of the Peshwa and evidently acling

a part in these proceedings which requires to be further elucidated by
fresh materials.
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T his appears to be a reply to Bajirao’s or Chimaji Appa’s query how
to co-ordinate the movements of troops.
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YiKanthaji Kadam to Bajirao, informing the latter of his whereabouts, and
requesting further orders.

No. 3] [9-5-1724 3
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YIKanthaji Kadamrao to Bajirao, informing the latter of the writer’s
movements and of those of other Sardars and the Nizam. Obviously
Kanthaji and Bajirao are not far from each other. Bajirao from the

itinerary printed by Wad crossed the Nerbudda about 9th May 1724.
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Qi The Peshwa is informed (probably by Mahadeo Hingne from Delhi) of
the Emperor’s chagrin on learning that the fortress of Dhar had been
captured by the Marathas. The Emperor thereupon ordered Sham Sam-

ud-Daula and Jaysing to oppose the Marathas and prevent them from
crossing the Chambal.
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NShahu's letter to Keso Mahadeo with reference to Girdhar Bahadur's

interference with the collection of Maratha dues. The letter proves that
Girdhar Bahadur was not killed before this time.

No. 6] |29-3-1726
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YKeso Mahadeo to Ambajipant Tatya giving him news from the North.
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30

fAd Tl arar eI 3EE O AR BEe  i dAER
Gl an S gd Gadfl eI FUReIhET SAhT AaA
AT 0. SFEN T IS R TR, d A9¢ SIS
gelH(=1 gRH SEhUT AL A 9 Bl FAHE arara.
SIS 40 &1 HeTd fee U1 SAERIEUIET JS @S HEESoT
e TRt diRd. g FER aRsoft Fer Al gfREnwS .
&1 A9 e A1 i ANSS gd. ST (hddh T 1F=R=A]
giiaean. o{g 3y A enuad ! USsl F30a T W Es Wi
B . GR O aEER URD 9Rd. IR I 97 [RPEK
TAEUEL AR ST YOS Aigear™ Tome RS Siegd. Ul
FINIATHT AHST AFTA Te3T. ATHAL THS FAAA (9987 B,
T FRAGATT G [T AR AT N &l5S.  agd Fd (S0 2 Fy
el S & L

UNaro Trimal to Ambaji Purandare, giving news of an expedition against

Daoya Bahadur.

No. 8] | About 16-6-1726
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YRaghuji Bhonsle to Ambajipant, explaining to him how in consultation
with his Sardars he divided his forces into four divisions and proceeded

in four different directions. Further he expresses his regret at his inability
to join the Peshwa.
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ST he writer Krishnaji Hari sends the Peshwa an account of his expedition
into Malwa. He says he joined Keso Mahadeo's forces who involved him
in all sorts of quarrels with Raghuji Bhonsle. He was then pursued into
Malwa where Keso Mahadeo abandoning all scruples went over to Daya

Bahadur, the Mogul Subedar, and threatenea the Maratha army. Finding
his position assailed Krishnaji Hari had the wisdom to strike an alhance
with Daya Bahadur. He left Daya Bahadur's camp when news reached
him that Ambajipant (Bajirao’s general) was in the vicinity.
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e 39, a4 UEaN gAY F Aaed SRa ¥ @R s 24l
RIS AIZEATT IS TAIH R o T KIS . G Fofamsig
T SR A TEES A IT qatE dE it ad we-
HET 3% FRG T AW AURT ANTA 93RS WM SRR, 91 Fat-
R fem Ide. amuR FuRdieieuEE agg anaETEE
RS TS, Wk WS IW A F ARRSE g R
Mgl 3 JoIAd 4 a9 ®Ud I9 6F H e, Uit a9
(7 et BaT= WA it RIS ATBSATT T S0 /e qriesy”
qaa G (ORS AR, § TS ST il qilest  Fq1 oG] A3
g {Eeal.

Y1 Dado Bhimsen, who appears to be the Peshwa's agent at Delhi, writes to

Bajirao news of the Emperor’'s Court and the plans of the various advisers
of the Emperor to prevent the Marathas from crossing the Nerbudda. The
writer urges Bajirao to cross the river and threaten Malwa, by taking
the opportunity afforded by the operations in Bundelbhand between Chhatrasal
and the Bangash. Sawai Jaysing is reported to be favouring Bajirao.
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(€T R TS HAGS] AR.  AEE AeaR gl adl & Tl
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YManaji Wag and Nilo Krishna to Pilaji Jadhao, who seems to be in Malwa.
The writers appear to be his helpmates. The situation at Mandavsad and
the movements of Daya Bahadur are described for the information of Pilaji

Jadhao and Tatya (probably Ambaji Purandare).

No. 12} |127-9-1728
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SiThis paper addressed to Chimaji Appa mentions Bajirao's expedition

towards Gadha and Mandla to oppose Bhaskar Ram. Can this Bhaskar
Ram be the Commander of Raghuji Bhosle who led expeditions into Bengal ?

This and the previous letters disclose movements on the part of Raghuji,
hitherto unknown.

No. 13] [30-10-1728
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g1 AR,
Y Bajirao to his brother Chimaji Appa. The two have planned a distant

expedition to realise ghasdana levies in order to pay off Shahu's debts
incurred in the recent struggle with the Nizam.

No. 14] [29-11-1728
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Y{Bajirao relates Shahu's movements to his brother Chimaji and asks him
to procure money by any means at his disposal to pay the armies and to

defray the debts of Shahu.

No. 15]
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Y| Bajirao to Chimaji, giving him news of Fatesing Bhosle’s reconciliation
pith Shahu and enquiring about the battle with Girdhar Bahadur.

|
Dayaram Madhao Bahadur

alias Chhabilaram

Girdhar Bahadur Daya Bahadur
The last two were quickly despatched by Chimaji Appa in December 1728.

No. 16] [About 10-12-1728
[19-12-1728
3 ¢ ANMSHAS
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ST =HE It
mart Tt

AT AGRTSEHABET T =0 g @HeL o gHIasi]
GeR AU Eadt I Tfie gore S erad gare ogmam
T FT Oy AT (TR RG99 g9 I ada. § FaA
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Y Dhanaji Dhamdhere from Bajirao’s camp congratulates Chimaji upon
his victory over Girdhar Bahadur.
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YKrishnarao Mahadev Chaskar to Chimaji Appa, congratulating him
on his victory over-Daya Bahadur and giving details of an engagement near

Chakan and Shahu's visit to Lohgad.

-

No. 18] 125-12-1728
130-3-1729
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TcliBajimo asks: for money from.Chimaji. Appa and instructs him how to
send it. T

No. 19] 125-12-1728 >
[17-1-1729
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1Baqjirao asks Chimaii to send money by Hundi through Keshavdas Kuverj,
the rich banker of Aurangabad, or via Walkhede |

\1[25-1 2-1728 2
[1 /-1-1729
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Bajirao to Chimaji : advises recovery of loan from Nandlal Mandloi,

125-12-1728
[17-1-1729
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Y Bajirao asks for money to be sent from Mandloi.

No. 22} [About 25-12-1728 >
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YBajirao asks Chimaji to make exactions from Ujjain and the whole Subha
of Malwa.

No. 27] [27-12-1728
|30-3-1729
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YBajirao congratulates Chimaji on his victory over Girdhar and advises
him to be cautious about future plans.

No. 24]

- [28-12-1728
MIT o WIAME

24

ganft fsm oot asl gl o Iw. et 3
SMCSTE @l TEH 39 gFM TRPL U 098 (AN GaTEhe
AT AR g FER TEdT RGeS AR, & W@ B Lo
TS

YBajirao writes to Chimaji from Wasim, mentioning his intention of going
to Deogarh.

No. 25]

s v 1mAn

.

Al
e sl Aonsiaa e maT Y ||y

G5 WRR Sl @1 AHERT ARl an 8 1 Su T
SIS FIEEREA SRl T A9T™T 6. AL 07 gogt-
=¥ srgal RdEd W A s1aE A0 T 9T eee agd
T FA A YRR AN AEEA @R ST U s
9 9 {Gaw a9 EdL FEA @ua Tmad el sadie -
FIS TS BUS A JRRATEET 1SR A e g 3 g
g SRl T IR TR §15(2) 5 a1 @ sk 2 geas

EHI i*}f:l'fﬂ'ﬂ?ﬁﬁ (Hﬁ?k:ﬂ:ﬂ?[) ARA i TG 3. Y BRG]

+ 9 QT Fsard
1190

% QT



]

IS T IR @ d 9 T S, SRR 3R @,
89 AR @R 3K aFd §9 hisl geaqid, gedl sHTR (72
THRT Ghe GEEH ZEATT @] § Gar Jq9 S Squg
Rt aEed qwaaHe 919, # 999 GNg a1 ke
ATEfETE F ARNST eTEedt Ay 9] 33 9 gled.  Rifde
Baidt fier! el our w1Y earEl ¢ Ialal W IdT IR
gEt 3a% T EL  gMdT guamEd S g9 @9’ 3w, AT
ASRIUN GEETEA 2oh1 Al &= faan F #0391 75 (R
AE AT Ol ST eg TS, Anfie &1 gUITd I g a3
J T T ANTS ol HIG AWE ST FEUT WA 199, 1 JgAr
VR Sl JOe 2. Sadal M Sdl U Wodl A
fRaT |l og=T g oM. B3 &/ 180 ¢ @R S
ASRBEC

Ootell O0TIaas YT UT as(& 99T T STEEl a9l Aasiug
ST G FACRR. [T qREe. WY ©AT I99E aeg Jiies

g fa.
gt ahE A, o El A9 8 e

S\Malhar Dadaji (Barve) to Chimaji Appa, expressing his satisfaction
on hearing of the success of the latter over Daya Bahadur. The writer

reminds him of his promise to repay his debts.
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Baﬂlzajzi)z Jt Somwanshi congratulates Chimaji Appa on his victory over Daya
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YNPilapi Jadhao, who is accompanying Bajirao, mentions how happy he was
to learn the details of Daya Bahadur's fall at the pass of Amjhera, to the west
of Dhar. He communicates his own movements and plans. Girdhar Bahadur

and Daya Bahadur, cousins themselves, and possessing the charge of the Subha
of Malwa, were suddenly attacked and killed by Chimaji Appa within a
month, the former about the 25th of November and the latter about 25th

December 1728. This dramatic achievement raised the reputation of Bajirao
and his brother.
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YPilaji Jadhao congratulates Chimaji on his victory over Daya Bahadur
and informs him of his own movements (along with Bajirao), in attempting to

settle the affairs of Ranoji and Kanhoji Bhosle.
3 &,
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Y Bajirao acknowledges Chimaji's letters about his success over Girdhar
Bahadur and advises him to exact heavy fines in order to pay off the debis

of Shahu. * Go roaming about wherever you like, but bring money some how
or other,” writes Bajirao.
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+- From this sign Bajirao’s own hand.
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YIBajirao repeats his advice to Chimaji about exactions from Ujjain and

other rich towns. “.Be very cautious ; execute such plans as will yield
money ; don't be guided by only one man’s advice. Keep Udaji Pawar
entirely pleased. Use discretion and be alert, without considering ease or

comfort. If I send any urgent call for you, come away instantly.”
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SlAntaji Ganesh congratulates Chimaji on his victory over Daya Bahadur .
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Bapuji Shripat congratulates Chimaji Appa on his victory over Daya
Bahadar.
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YBajirao communicates to Chimaji his intentions of going to Deogarh

and Bundelkhand and orders him to attack and plunder Ranoji Bhosle, shoulcf

he encounter him in Malwa.
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"IDhondaji Mahadev, Davalji Somvanshi’s Karbhari, writes to Chimaji
Appa news of Bajirao’s movements and the way in which money can be sent

to the Deccan. This is after the fall of Daya Bahadur.
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YMandoji Patil Dhamdhere
Daya Bahadur.

congratulates Chimaji on his victory over
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YBajirao informs Chimaji of his intention of going to Bundelkhand.
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' Dhondo Mahadeo congratulates Chimaji Appa on his victory over Daya
Bahadur.
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1'Dhondaji Mahadeo congratulates Chimaji Appa on his success against

Daya Bahadur. He further informs him of the probable arrival of Bajirao
at Deogad and of the Nizam at Aurangabad.
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TDhondo Mahadeo informs Chimaji Appa of Bajirao’s attack on Deogad-
at Bhaganagar and Shripatrao Pratinidhi

The news about the Nizam’s arrival
and Fatesing at Mohor is also given,
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YSantaji Jadhav, son of Dhanaji, io Chimaji, requesting attention to his
difficulties in collecting the land dues.
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YDhondaji Mahadeo to Chimaji Appa, giving news of Bajirao and the

Nizam's movements.

No. 42] |125-2-1729 2
1)
HTHA ATETTST O 31T
TATHN oy
TaF A o FRFEER g0 g gae 9N adrl &dEd
gl TERR Fedl.  Jdfie adum qn © 9 dEEwEd  J9nerd
AWM. Il WS I IS0 9981 3909, 91 AT IS oM
F31; A AW BRI SHEE A9 ded 0. AT
TS TS HEB Y, ‘ITHEA @ qeld, gEad ; gwgA T
0. GTHR T qqua i A, § 3EC SAdE.  &dH

TR G 4{g SIGETCd NS ST, LR ATRdTS 9P ﬁﬂﬂ%fg
1204



8

g FSEIE JAE w1 ¢ GEHE ST 9AF Sl GUErl TET
okt at, 9@ T O A F U7 @90E T 90 Feeg d S0 GTE
T O WEAIT T SN FHgA F 90 REHZ A0HW W0 e, & ER
99 Sqel. T Jedkdl diel A9 F AW gTF Fiel e G
SRA. W ERAF. I3 SRS TN AR FSL IASGS TAN
JeE WWE dg J@h AU SThlEl GF SEa sael ik
T G A Aq9F qadl RS o, BRiw &i R
g f=ral.

Baji Anant to Chimaji Appa, complaining about Sayaji Gujar having
plundered the districts of Badhwa and Tilati.
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YChimnaji Damodar congratulates Ch:majt Appa on his victory over the
Subhas of Malwa and gives news of the Nizam.
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S1Dhondaji Mahadeo to Chimaji Appa, informing him of his having remitted
to Satara a sum of some 27,000 rupees received as dues from Indore. The
writer further gives some news of the North, that some Mussalman official was

at Deogad but intends to proceed to Aurangabad and that Shripatrao and
Fatesing and Kanhoji Bhonsle had an interview with the Nizam.
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YPilaji Jadhao to Narayan Dikshit, informing the latter of his having
besieged Mohammad Khan Bungash and having extended Maratha conquests
up to the Jumna. The date corresponds to the entries in the Diary.
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YLetter of Chimnaji Damodar to Chimaji Appa, written after the death of
Daya Bahadur.
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NGovind Krishna, Peshwa's mutalik at Shrivardhan, to Chimaji Appa,
congratulating the latter upon his conquest over both North and South. Some

details regarding the province of Junnar, which was under him, are given in
the sequel.
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YPilaji Jadhav to Chimaji Appa, writing about the opposition he
encountered from Mohammad Khan Bangash, and mentioning the overtures

of peace which had been opened with him.
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YPurandare to Bajirao, communicating Shahu's approval of Bajirao’s action
in having dispatched Holkar and Sindia into the ] odhpur terrttory

 TREIAT = ?-rmm:c:
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“To Bajirao probably from Retrekar, asking news of Chimaji Retrekar.
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CNiloba mentioned in the letter may be the Chitnis, son of Balaji Awji.
Chimaji Appa writes this letter to some Sardar mentioning news from Delhi

regarding Daya Bahadur and Girdhar Bahadur's sons’ appointment to
offices in Malwa.
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YDhiraji, son of Keroji Pawar of Nagar Devle, writes to Bajirao, requesting
orders whether he should proceed to Satara.
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9| Jankoji Sinde, father of Ranoji, inquires of the Peshwa where and how his
son was faring in the latter's entourage. This letter shows that Ranoji's
aged father was living long enough to see his son rise to great eminence in life.

The whole letter is in one hand, doubtless the writer's own, from which we
may infer that ordinary Maratha gentlemen in those days could write very well.
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§|Chimaji communicates to Bajirao terms of settlement with the Pawars of \"

Dhar.
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YChimaji proposes to Bajirao the arrangements to be effected with the
Powars of Dhar. Udaji and Anandrao are brothers and Tukoji their cousin.
Anandrao died in 1736. The letter is in Chimaji's hand, probably addressed
to Bajirao. Perhaps this refers to the time when Chimaji with these Sardars
was in Malwa.
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ﬂAli in Chimaji's own hand, addressed to Bajirao : refers to the division of
the country with the Pawars of Dhar.
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Leiter from Chimaji to Bajirao from Khandesh on his way to the North.
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4 Chimajt’s own hand.
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