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‘“ The history of the country has ‘bebn
dominated by the character ot the people. In
Northern India, the element of the Aryan ra-
ce has predominated to an extent which dwar-
fed the aboriginal racés and drove them
into the hilly parts of the country. In
the Southern Peninsula the Dravidian races
have maintained their predominant posi-
tion, the Aryan element being not powerful
enough to impress its stmap upon the popula-
tion generally. By reason.of its position between
the two divisions the tableland of Mahiri.

shtra has been inhabited by a population in
which the Aryans and the Dravidians have

been mixed in due proportion, so as to retain
the good points of both without exaggerating
their defects. The mixure of the two elements
is best illustrated by the pecuharities of the
langaage, whose base 1s Dravidian, but whose
growth and structure have been entirely fasho-
ned by Aryan influences.........

The Aryan element itself includes in Ma-
harashtra a due mixture of the first settlers, as
also of the subsequent Scythian invaders. The
non-Aryans similarly include the aboriginal,

Bhils, Kolis, -and Ramoshis and other low
classes as also the higher Dravidian elements.

Owing to this due proportion on the di-
fferent ethnic elements in the population the
institutions and the religion of the country have
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maintained an equilibrium which is rarely found
in other parts of India, ™
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