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IT is not to praise my book or to tell yon,
cood readers, how loug I have been at 1t, or what
labour it has cost me, that I write this preface. I
write 1t to explain one or two points which some
people may be inclined to find fault with.

First it may be asked (as has been asked by
some) what life I wish to.draw a picture of. The
story has evidently an entirely Hebrew origin;
the drama seems to be a thoroughly Maratha
production. 1'o this there is a simple answer.
It is not the dramatist’s business to draw a
picture of the outward man, to depict the every
day life of this nation or that nation, to show
what costumes the Hebrews wore, or what houses
the Maréathas lived in.® To him all nations and
all times, as far as the exterior 1s concerned,-are
the same. He regards not the dresses; he re-
gurds mnot the houses ; because as I have
said, he regards not the outward man, He prin-
cipally concerns himself with the inner be-
ing. He reasons thus:—Everywhere there
are. men and women; everywhere there are
husbands aund wives; everywhere there are
parents and children. Everywhere therefore will
certain feelings nrise out of these relationships.
Everywhere will men and women hang their
happiness on each other's society., Everywhere
will young busbands brag of the manifold virtues
of thelir beloved wives, and evervwhere will young
wivet pine for the company of their absent loras.
Everywhere will fond parents feel excessively
proud of their little ones, and everywhere will
these pretty lhttle ones turn their bomes uto
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earthly paradises, by their innocent pranks and
unmeaning prattle. Here is the good side of the
picture. Have a peep at the bad side of it, if
you please,—hard-hearted men and illnatured
women, false husbands and false wives, unnatural
parents and ungrateful children. This side or

that side, still the picture must be of the same
object.

1t 1s with the feelings and passions of man
alone one can concern himselfin a work like this,
and 1t 1s with the feelings and passions alone
therefore that I have concerned myself in this *
work.

Secondly, 1t may be said that I have laid my,
scenes in purely 1maginary localities, that there
is no Saddshivapuri, or Vishwanacari on the map
of India, nor ever was, To this T have to SaY
you may justly take a writer of novels to account
for this, but not a writer of dramas. To the
Jatter’s main purposes, (except in historical
dramas), every city marked on the map of Indiais
Sadishivapuri or Vishwanagari. One city indeed
may have magnificent palaces, another beautiful
domes, and a third perhaps dilapidated ruinps.
But with those palaces or domes or those ruins,
a writer of dramas has very little to do. Shakes-
peare was not so very ignorant of Geography as
to call Bohemia an island ; and yet everybody
knows he has done so. The truth 1s, he had
nothing to do with the actual position of Bohemia.
His Bohemia you may regard a purely imaginary
country, 1if you like. _

One point more. Thirdly 1t may be urged
that while the names of the higher characters
in this drama appear rather ancient, at all
events, not such as we are accustomed to in these
days ; the names of the lower ones appear mo-
dern. I must confess I was unable to avoid this,

Books, Copperplates and Inscriptions have re-
vealed to us the names of kings and warriors of

bygone days, of gallant princes and fair princess-
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¢s; but not of husbandmen and ﬁshe'rmen, of
toilworne peasants and careworne housedames.
But what care we for ugly names if our Manobj
*and Minkobd and Bhigobd, will stand erect be-
fore vou at your bu:?lduzlgr

Dear masters, the dish asit is, is on your
table., Do your will. Seeif it suit your taste.
If you find it palatable, the cook will think him-
self amply rewarded. If you are inclined, hosw-
ever, to make wry faces, give warning. The cook
will then silently retire to his kitchen, recon-

sider his receipt and prepare anew his masdlas.
Mean while adieu.
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