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...Martand is one of the names of the Sun, the great
luminary. It is, therefore, difficult to reconcile the theory
of the incarnation of Shiva, the god of destruction, with
the power attributed to Khandoba. He 1s supposed to
protect people from epidemics. It is suggested that the
whole story is but a Sun-myth, in which 1ts yellow rays
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have destroyed the yellowish or pea fog of the Northern
mountains, where the Aryans lived before they came down
to India. The story of the hunter fits in, when Mrigashirsha,

the fifth mansion, resembles the head of an antelope, Shata-
taraka, the hundred-star mansion, the Banai, the quiver
holding 100 arrows, the Ursa Major, the 7 Rishis; and
cannis the dog of astronomical chart. The arrival of the

Sun, therefore, at this particular point, indicated the defeat
and death of the demons.”*2 <
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