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PREFACE.

First Lessons 1in Geography is the first of three
books on what is known as the Concentric System.
1t has been written for very junior classes, and
may cover a course of one, two, or three years,
accordiung to the class in which it is begun.

The aim of the author has been to give a
very brief but clear account of the earth and its

different countries baged upon the physical features
and natural regions of each continent. ‘T'he bool

begins with somnie sery elementary principles of
physiography. The shape of the earth and its
nioventents as the cause of day and night and of
the changing seasous are described in very simple
language. A description 1s also given in similar
easy terms of the different forms of matter and the
effect on then1 of heat and cold, of the air and its
movenients, of evaporation, rain, dew, mist, frost,
and hail. No previous knowledge of physics is
assumed. Explanations of natural phenomena are
everywhere illustrated from facts of ordinary life.
Then follows a very short account of the conti-
sents—the uplands, plains, rivers, aud mountains
being taken first and the chief countries and cities
next. India has been treated a little more ipn
detail than other countries.

I'he style throughout 1s as simiple as the author
can make it. ‘Technical terms and such words
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as are nol within a boy’s vocabulary have been
avoided as far as possible, Whete such terms do
occur, they are explained in simpler wotds.

Mathematical and astronomical Geography,
geology, all statistics, and the consideration of
latitude, longitude, isotherms, and similar terms
have been postponed to a later stage, for the study
of pupils older than those for whom these First
I.essons are intended.

The text is largely illustrated by maps, dia-
grams, aud pictures., ‘The maps have all been
made specially for this book by Bartholomew of
Edinburgh. The clearest maps are, it is well
known, those with the fewest names. In these
maps only such names have been inserted as oceur
in the text. There is a physical and political map
of each continent and of India. ‘There are about
eighty pictures and diagrams, all of them wood-
cuts. A good picture lends interest to the text
and gives a clearer image of a place than any des-
cription 1n words can do, and it leaves a more
lasting impression on the meinory.

In accordance with the principle on which this
series of geographies is written, this book contains
very few names of towns. As a rule only the capital
city of each country or state is given. Additiona]
names will be found in the higher books,
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