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AT AZIAN(T q1aT AR FAA T55A9T
FAREFE SASST WA
To
His Excellency the Right Honourable,
T,ord Northbrook. ¢. a. s. 1.
Viceroy and (Governor General of

India,

The Humble memorial of the undersigned
inhabitants of Poona.
Most Humbly Showeth .

(1) That your memorialists have watched with deep
soncern, the series of events which have of late transpi-
red in Baroda , and which have ended in the sad ecata-

che trople of ttemporary suspension of His Highness
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Mulharrao, from the exercise of power, and hisforthcom-
ing trial before the High Commission Courtson theserious
charge of abetting an attempt to poison the British Re-
sident at his court.

(2 ) Your memorinlists as the inhabitants of the late
capital ot the Peshwas are bound by the ties of interests
and relitionship with the outlying conquests of the once
great Maratha Confederacy , represented by the States of
Baroda, Indore, Gwalior, etc. TLey feel legitimate in-
terest in the progress and well-being of these states which
maintain in their various services and by means of their
large charities, » considerable number of their fellow—
contrymen who have settled in those parts. Of these states
the Giekawar’s kingdom as being the oldest, richest, and
nearest, has always been regarded as having the greatest
claim upon the atfection of the people. It is on account of
this relationship that your memorialists Lave been moved to
submit the following representation for kind consideration
of your lixcellency in Council. Your memorialists believe
that your Kxcellency is aware of the fact that the stabi-
lity of British rule 1s bound up with the stability of Na-
tive states o proposition that was clearly established by
the painful events of 1857 ; as Native states which have
Iarge territories to stake in case they do anything likely
to be disnpproved by the paramount power, take care to
act in allegiance to the British rule and thus set an ex-

ample of loyalty to the common people. In view of this,
your memorialists in making this representation are also
mot ed by feelings of loyalty aud desiie to see the stabi-
lity of the British-Rule in India perpetuated.

( 8 ) Your Excellency’s Government is aware of the
manners of the princes of royal blood in all countries.
Power and wealth arenecessarily attended with fickleness
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of mind and similar weakness. But in the case of Native
princes, partichrarly such political circumstances bave
excited as make them weak-minded, men of narrow views
who have much leirure and means of luxury and whose
Sirdars and subjects cannot exercise legitimate check
from the overawing presence of British Residents. In the
case of Baroda on aggavating circurmustame requires to be
added. The different Residents who had preceded Colonel
Phayre failed to disecharge their duties by not inspiring
the Baroda Princes with proper respect for the advice of
British officers and by withholding advice or rather by
encouraging the princes to act as they pleased,inas much
18 they submitted favourable reports to Government from
time to time. The outcome of this conduct of Britisu
Residents is that your Excellency’s Government has had
the necessity of suspending a prince from the exercise of

Power and of putting himm on trial before a Court of
Justice.

(4) Your memorialists admit with heart—felt gmtitude
that your Excellency’s Government in all their dealings
with Baroda have shown the greatest forbearance and 2
most liberal-minded determination adhere to the mercitul
spirit of the Queen’s Proclamation. Un previous occasions
when similar interference was found necessary 1n respect
of the chiefs and princes of Oudh, Punjab, Satara, Kolha-
pur, Tonk ete. the British Goveinment laid itself open UO
much popular odinm and misconstiuction of 1ts motives
by harsh and one-sided proceedings. The Princes were de-
posed on the one sided reports of political agents without
any independent inquiry, without receiving any expla-
natin they had to offer, and without showing any cOnel-
deration for the temptations and weaknesses of their posi-
tion. Your Excellency’s Government have set a noble eX-
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ample to all future times in rigidly absteining from all
acts of power, which were not justified by the result of
independent, fair and, impartial investigation. HEven after
a special commission consisting of Natives and Buropeans
had stablished the charge of misrale against His High-
ness Mulharrao, your Excellency’'s Government allowed
him time to retrace his steps, and permitted him to em-
ploy his own men and when the British Resident of his
court inter-meddled in matters beyond legitimate limit of
of his office your Excellency’s Government removed him
trom his high position. This large-minded forbearance has
had a most reassuring effect in all quarters.

( 5 ) Your memorialists arc glad to perceive that this
policy of forbearance and loyal-ndherance to the promises
of the Queen’s Proclamation was not departed from even
when your Hxcellency in Council for high reasons of state
determined that Mulharrao should be arrested and put
on his trial, and when your KExcellency’s Government
assumed the temporary management of his state pending
the investigation of the charge brought against him. Your
Excellency’s Government have pledged your word that
whatever may become of Mulharrao, the Baroda Raj
will not be annexed, and that a native administration
will be set up as soon as the trial 1s over. This resolution
of your Eecellency’s Government not to punish & whole
nation for the sins of its chiefs, 18 consonant with the dic-
tates of the highest justice and merey and farseeing
policy.

( 6 ) It is consonant with justice that the integrity
of a Native State in alliance with the British Government
ijs not bound up with the personal good bebaviour of the
ruler for the time being of that state. The state survives
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a succession of rulers that live and die. So leng  as the
siubjects of 2 Qng.tive State are not guilty of hostility
towards the Britishh Government it will not be just to pu-
nish them for the errors or vices of their chiefs for the
time-being. The state { Dawlat ) does not belong of pri-
vite right to the chiet; he and the Rajumandala (the men
whose ancestors fonght and tled with the ancestors of the
chief, and independent eivil and military population ) 18
nlike interested in it. Again the late Resident’s conduct
towards Durbar was such that gradually some misunder-
standing arose between him and the Duarbar. The mis-
anderstanding was aggravated into a sort of personaj
quarrel by the Resident’s direct interference with -the
affvivs of the Baroda state, on all occasions when his 1nter-
ference was not called for, Opposition to the high-handed
wdvice or rather orders of Colonel Phayer cannot be cons-
trued into an act of hostility to the British rale 1n 48
much as the people and the prince of Baroda certainly
never intended to throw off allegiance to the British o=
vernment; and their quiet submission ov the occasion of
the arrest of their prince confirms this view. Of all these
accounts your memorialists submit that the resolution not
to annex the Baroda territory is dictated by the highest
sense of justice.

( 7 ) Tt is also consonant with the most benignant
mercy, the highest privilege of sovereign power. British
authority is now so strongly rooted in India that it 1s 1ts
august privilege to be mericiful in all its dealings with
weakly conditioned Native states. The disparity between
the strength and civilization of the paramount power and 1ts
gitulary states 1s so great that if the parmount power were
rigidly to enforee all that it expects from Native states,
these ".tter would never be able to hold their ownground
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and meet the requirements. A mereciful forbearance towards
the short-comings of these statesis therefore a duty which
tbe imperial Government in consequence of its strength
owes to the backward and comparatively weak Native
states. In the case of Baroda especially, traditions
of this state have been those of uniform and uninterrupted
friendship duringtnelast hundred years, ever since British
connection with western India began. His highness
Mulharrao referred to thiscircumstance when Le protested
his innocence of the charge brought against him and ex-
claimed that no descendent of Govindrao Gaekwar would
disgrace his blood by complicity in an attempt to poison
Resident. Such an appeal from a prince like Mulharrao
Jeserves hearing. His Highness  Mulbharrao
has s0 many and so unscrupulous enemies, and the charge
brought against him is also attended with SO many appa-

rantly suspicius circumstances, that g merciful determina-
tion to hold him innocent till he 18 shown to be guilty

and not to involve his innocent subjects in his per-
sonal ruin, isa duty obligatory upon the Péramount power,
the recognition of which duty in the Proclamation issued

by your Excellency’s Government Ls filled all classes of
your subjects with unmixed satisfaction.

( 8 ) Lnstly the determination not to annex Baroda
1s consonant with high policy. Her most Gracious 1y-
jesty’s word has been pledged im Ler proclamation to
maintain the integrity ofnative states which have proved
in troubled times to be the bhest Supports of British
Power in this country. Above all, ¢je moral influence
of this act of sovereign interference in the way of met-
1ng out retributive justice to a guilty chief wi]] Le wholly
destroyed if 1t is made the means of NNexXing more te-
rritory to the British dominion in Indja. These eonsi-
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derations have no doubt influenced your Dxcel]ency s (30-
vernment. mf«ormmlly Emphatically disclaiming  all
idens of annexing Biroda territory both 1n the official pro-
clamation and inthe speech which “Sir Lewis Pelly deli-
vered at the Durbar which he held on the occasion, and
in assuring the subjects of Baroda that a Native admini-
stration will be set up again as soon as the trial is over.
Your memorialists have felt it their duty to express in
this public manner their grateful satisfaction at this act
of large-mind:- d forbearance. More than a thousand vi-
ctories on the battletield, this demonstation of moral
strength will rerve to fasten the British hold of India
by assuring in chiefs and the people of independent states
that the policy of annexation will not be revived. Your
Lxcellcney’s raule will be remembered long in this land as
much for your great success in preserving Luman life
during the great famine in Bengal, as for this noble, de-
termination to rise above the temptation of immediate
expediency 1o your dealings with Native States.

( 9) Your memorialists have one prayer to urge in
conclurion which if granted will be a fitting consamation
of this noble policy. Your memorialists teel assured that
the spirit of strict impartialtiy and merecitul indulgance to
the representative of a state inlong-standing alliance with
the British Government which has guided your conusels
hitherto in all your dealings with Baroda, will lead your
Fxcellency in council to appoint a mixed tribunal of
Kuropean and Nativejudgesin the high Commission Court
which will soon be convened in Baroda. As this trial of
the chief ruler of a native state with whom the British
Government has had treaty of alliance iS an innovation
wpon the established order of things, it is necessary that
vour Kxcellency in council should surround it with all the
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guarantees of constitutional security,, which the high
position of the accused, and the importance of the present
trial as a precedent in future peremptorily demand. Your
memorialists accordingly pray that the number of Natjve
and European commissioners should be equal, and that
these Native and Kuropean commissioners should act gs

jury under the guidance of the president of the High
Commission. The Native members of the Court may be

selected fromn among the native judges of the High Court
of Bombay and Calcutta or they may be Maratha or Ma-
homadan prince of the first rank, or leading statesman
at their courts;such a mixed tribunal will afford to the
unfortunate Maharajah the benefit of o trial by his peers;
and will serve to assure the people that the British Go-
vernment do not desire to pre-judge the case, and that it
15 their anxions wish to see thatimpartial justice is
meted out to His Highness Mulharrao. Yous KExcellency
have already set a president this way in appointiong a
nitive member in the first Barodn commission of Inquiry.

Your memorialists pray that the same benignant, policy
mny be carried out on the present oceasion.

leil‘]y

For this act of kindness your memorj
1‘ pray.

alialists ag 1n
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