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Greatest

Bal Gandharva has been God's greatest gift to
Marathi Stage. His admirers are legion, his life
and work a iegend. His is a name that conjures
up visions of a glorious past, his the voice that
stiil transports music lovers to ecstatic heights.
He wafted on the stage like a breath of fresh air.
Each step he took was a lilt, each of his lines a
cadence, his every song a truly divine melody.

It was his heavenly voice that made Loka-
manya Tilak pause and confer on theboy Narayan
a title and a name - Bal Gandharva. Eminent
personalities like rulers, leaders, writers, direc-
tors and ustads vied with one another in groom-

ing Narayan for his destined role.

Narayan's portrayal of female leads bewitched
not just men but even women. Some envied him,

while many copied his walk, his talk, his gestures
and his hair style. Narayan is, perhaps, the only
male in living memory to have set women's
fashions by personal example. His image as &
woman was so finely and firmly engraved on
popular mind as to make it resent his attempt 1o
switch to male from female leads in his older
days. His identification with _his roles was 80
complete as to make women forget to think of

him as any different from themselves. Once a
princess of an old Indian State set a disarrayed

fold of his saree right, as he was about to make
an entry on the stage. The princess acted on the
spur of the moment as any woman would for

another and thought nothing of it. It was Narayan
who blushed.,.

Shortly before his advent, men like Kirloskar
and Deval had set about giving Marathi Drama

a new orientation. Bal Gandharva, with the help
of Gadkari and Khadilkar on the one hand, and
of Bakhle, Tembe, Master Krishna on the other,




-enriched it with music, drapery and grandeur.
His songs found an echo in every home and
‘habitation. His characters became a subject of
-emulation, It can be truly said that he took
Marathi drama to dizzy helghts and, in the pro-
.cess. found himself on a lofty pedestal. RELT

Bal Gandharva sang with an effortless ease
and grace all his own. It was he who released
classical music from the confines of the connoi-
-seur and took it to the hearts of the average man
-and woman. He possessed the rare ability of | -
-expounding the emotional aspect of classical LT
'music, without affectlng its grammar and of
-capping the inimitable fusion with a subtle touch
-of self-effacement. His merit as a singer of qua-
lity has been recognised by men like Ustad
Alladiya Khan, Bhimsen Joshi and Kumar Gan-
-dharva. Even today, not only his recorded music
but even a faithful rendering of any of his popular
songs and bhajans enchants those who have
never seen or heard Bal Gandharva in his life-

time.,

Bal Gandharva saw many ups and downs In
his life. But, although Dame Fortune occasionally
frowned on him, his devotees gave him always

their unstinted loyalty and love. Death may have

rung the curtain down on Bal Gandharva the
man; but the curtain is going up again today on
Bal Gandharva the idol in his new shrine and

mMmomument - the Bal Gandharva Rang Mandir.
The devotion of a grateful public and the eniight-
ened awareness of the Poona Municipal Corpora-
tion have made this possible. That is why men
like Bal Gandharva do not ever die. They live and
linger in men’s memories always and for all time

10 come,

Prasannakumar Abhyankar
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