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Shivaji has shown that the tree of Hinduism is
not really dead, that it can rise from beneath the
seemingly crushing load of centuries of political
bondage, exclusion from the administration, and legal
repression, it can put forth new leaves and ppranches:
it can again lift up its head to the skies * o
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‘Tt will thus be seen that in all the points in which
the principles of Government laid down by Shivaj werc
departed from by his sueccessors, we can trace the causes
of the weakness and decline of the Maratha Power, long
before it came in conflict with British ‘\uthority in
India. That Authority, when it obtained supremacy,
cgave it deliberate preference to the principles laid
down by Shivajl over those which found favour with
his successors. British Rule in India 1s carried on the
principle of enforcing a complete separation of the
civil from the military departimment and a due subordi-
nation of the latter to the former. It insists upon cash
payments for services rendered, and deelines to make
orants of lands by way of assignment for military or
other services. It refuses to recognise any heriditary
claims 1o public offices, high or low. The Government
is carried on by Boards and Councils, and not by the
unfettered diseretion of a single ruler, it collects its
land revenue by its own paid agents, never farms it out to
the zamindars or farmers. It also provides for a due

distribution of offices, among all classes of its subjects.
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As a consequence of the observance of these maxims
of state policy, a handful of Englishmen have been
able to govern the whole country in a way that strikes
both native and foreign students of its administration
as a marvellous feat of statesmanship. The wisdom of
Shivaji’s principles has been thus vindicated not only
by the success which he himself achieved but by the
success which has attended the efforts of those who
built their power upon the ruins of the confederacy
which he had tried to knit together and which broke
up, chiefly because Shivaji’s successors departed from

the line of policy laid down by him for their guidance.*’
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 May it please your Majesty !

If you believe in the true Divine Book and word
of God [ i. e. the Quran | you will find there[ that
God is styled ] Rabbul-alamin, the Lord of all men,
not Rubb-ul-musalmin, the lord of muhamadens only-
Verily, Islam and Hinduism are terms of contrast.

They are diverse pigments used by the true Divine
Painter for blending the colour and filling in the out-
lines ( of his picture of the entire human species ). If

it be a mosque, the call to prayer is chanted in remem-
brance of him. If it be a temple, the bell is rung in

yearing for Him only. To show bigotry for man’s creed
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end practices is equivalent to altering the words of the
Holy Book. To draw new lines on a picture i1s equiva-
eent to finding fault with the Painter.’
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Burrister Juyaswal on the revival of Hindu
polity by Shivayr

The period after 700 A. C. is a period of darkness
and disraption. Popular institutions decayed and Hindn
traditions dwindled. The causes are yet to be investi-

gated.

But when there was a Hindu revival 1n the time
of Shivaji and the Sikbs, the Sikhs as a polity failed.
They failed because they could not connect themselveg.
with the past. They followed a system which prevailed
~round them and established a polity of one man’s rule.
Guru Govind wanted to remedy it but the attempt
brought about ‘no man’s rule’. It was the ‘Padashahi’
the moghul form in success and in defeat, in rise and in
fall. But the movement in the Maratha country had a
different history.  There they looked into past history
and drew up a constitution and founded a polity on
materials that were easily available to them but™the
materials which conneccted them ‘with*the past.  They
consulted the Mahabharat: and the Shukraniti and
found that King should reign but not rule, that Govern-
ment should be vested in a Ministry of Eight Ministers.

And they founded the Ashtapradhan. “They searched
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out technical terms from political literature of the
country and drew up a Rajakosha or Book of State
Terms. Yet the system tried was only one portion of
Hindu polity, one half of the whole body. They had
the Parishad but they had not the Paurajanapad. To
their great credit it must however be said that in
modern times they were the first to realise that onc
man’s rile was not allowed by the wisdom and experi-
ence of their fore-fathers, that it was foreign to the
genius of their Shastras.  Their limitations ~were the
limitations of darkness and ignorance about the Con-

stitutional history of the country, a darkness which we
have not yet fully removed three centuries after.
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