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The Blacknecked Crane ts one
of the rarest and least known
species of crane in the world
Tibet 1s its major homeland,

FOREWORD whence, during the first quarter
of the present century, & few
pairs were reported by explonng
Brittsh naturalists as spiling
over into the adjoining areas
of Ladakh Ladakh 15 the only

region tn the Indian subcontinent where this crane s known
to breed 1n small numbers, In the swamps around some of
the igh elevation lakes in recent years, with the incursion
of the Indian Army and other para military agencies 1nto
the remotest areas of Ladakh—once considered the safe
natural refuges of the crane—and reports of the killing of

the birds for food by the Defence personnel, aroused
serious concern among nature conservationisis tn India

and abroad for the safety of the species which, due 1o 1ts

scarcity, had already been placed on the international
hst of birds threatened with extinction

In order to estunate the gpepulation 1n  Ladakh, deter-

its status as an endangered species, and suggest
practical measures for s preservation, the World Wildhfe
Fund -india jointly with the Bombay Natural History Society

sponsored a scientific expedition to Ladakh 1n the summer

mine



—

of 1976 ShI‘L Prakash Gble, an enthusiastic and knowledge-
able young Poona naturalist and nature photographer-
and an experienced Himalayan trekker and mountaineer 10
boot—was a member of the team of field researchers undar
my leadership t am happy that Shn Gole has prepared
this narrative on the expedtion, and teel confident that
will be enjoyed .amd profitted from by all lovers of unspoilt
Nature and the exhilaration of the out-of-doors Happily
Ladakh 15 still one of the few places 1n the subcontinent
which can be enjoyed for its untramelled wildness and
solitude And inspite of the picture of bleak desolation it
conveys in cold print, it is a land of unique enchantment

and poerless grandeur May 1t long remain so, despite the
omincusly mounting pressure of international tournsm!

Bombay Salim Al
6 September 1978
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Great crested grebe

Grey heron

Tufted pochard
Brahminy duck
Barhesaded gose
Red crested pochard
Garganey tedl
Feruginous duck
Rlackeared kite
Golden eagle
Pallas's fishing aeagle
Gashawk

L onglegged buzzard
Roughlegged buzzard
Lammergeies

Black vulture

Saker falcon

Kestrel

Central Asian Hobby
Blacknecked crane
Coat

Tibetan partridge
Chukor

Lesser sandplaver
Commen sandpipar
Green sandpiper
Redshank

Common smpa
Little stint
Temminck's stint
Brownheaded gull

Cammon termn
Rlua rock pigeon
Turkestan hill pigeon
Rufous turtle dove
Eagle awl

Snow cock

Swift

Hoapoe

Short-toed lark
Bimaculated lark
Homed lark
Callandra lark
Kashmm skylark
Crag martin

House martin
Sand martn
Callared sand matrtin
Common swallow
Twite

Golden ariale

Rosy pastor
Spotless starling
Willow warbies
Chiffchaff

Ticksll's thitush
Bilua rock thrush
Lesser white-throat
Blua-throat

Ruby-thrcat
Guldenstsdt's redstart
White-cappad redstart

Comman redstart

Rack bunting

Desert wheatear

Pied wheatear
Callared bush chat
White breastad dipper
Tree pipit

Water pipit

Grey wagtail
Hodgson's pied wagtail

Gray-headed yellow
wagtail

Yellow-headed wagtail
Yellow-backed wagtail
Kashmin house sparrow
Brown Accentor

Robin Accentor

Great rose-finch
Goldfinch

Gold-fronted finch
Hadgson's rose-finch
Tibet snow-finch

Himalayan mountain
finch

Blanford’'s mountain
finch

Grey tt

Magpie

Red-billed chough
Yellow-billed chough
Carnon crow

Raven
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