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INTRODUCTION M

Thas short poem of “ Akabar” was composed by me
some eight o1 nine years age and submatted 4o the vwell
known "“Igakshina Prize Committec of Poona, who, as an
encouragement to the cultivation of Marathi poetry, award-
ed u handsome prize to the wnter Since that distant
date, the manuscript had been lymng in the drawere of my
table, and 1is fute seemed doubtinl It 13 essentially the
production of boyhood’s fancy, and 1, therefors naturally
destitute of mueh historieal truth Although 1t is, in
general, based on lustory, its lustorical value 19 not very
considevable, Bul the Dbusiness of the poet 18 distint
from that of the nstorian. # Whers thf hustorian bound by
an onth to the severest fruth in every smingle statement
niny at the most perm:b us to devine the causes of events
and the motives of actions from the bare naration of
facts, the poet, who seeks to draw from these facts only a,
genernl morn! truth and not one of faet, unites by
poetie fiction, the actions and the actors in a distinet hving
relation of eause & effect, . vev e GBe more
freely and boldly he does thns, the more poetically in
teresting will his treatmentsof the lstory become, but
ihe more will 1t lose 1ts histdtreal value, the more closely
and truly he adheres to reality, the more wiil hus poetry
gamn 10 historreal meaming but forfert m  poetigal

splendow
Tus extract, from a well known SBhakespearian eritue,

will, I hope, sufficiently explain my position, At the
time, when 1 wrote this prece, I Lhad on the tablet of my
memory a record of all the populax tules and legends of
che Life of Akabar and his reigu All these I connected
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together and turned them mnto a poem, adding, of course,
whatever my wild fancy then suggrstad {0 me

I have especially enlarged on two well-known legonds
touching the Mopgal Emperor's hfe, viz that about
Jagannath Ra1 Pandit, and the othei, about the introdue-
tion of gold molors of Akabar’s réign Alabag thongh a
Mogal and belonging to an ahen race, was deeply respected
and loved by lus Hindu subjects. Take the gentle Rima
or Hamschandra of old, Akabar lays a2 just claim to our
esteem He wag m every sense ihe fathor of those over
whom he ruled. He las left a bright example to those
to whom providenee has been plensed to entrust the des-
tinies of o forergn roce

It 15 much to be regrotted that o variety of causes
should have prevented me from publishing the poem upto
this time. As 1t 15, 1f my labours should be properiy
appreciated by the public and 1f T should suceeed 1n mak-
ing the already popular namec of Alkabar gilll more
populm and eudem*mg te my foilow countrymen, 1
should fecl amply repard

In conclusion, T heartily thank those of my friends

who rendered me taluable assistance i the publication
of thuy poen)

G W, RANTTKAR
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