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“ 1T do not select my methods; they are imposed on me

by a hundred considerations : by the physical considerations

of theatrical representation, by the laws devised by the
municipality to guard against fires and other accidents to
which theatres are liable, by the economiecs of theatre
commerce, by the nature and limits of the art of acting, by
the capacity of the spectators for understanding what they
see and hear, and by the accidental circumstances of the

particular production in hand ........ . I have to think of my
pocket, of the manager’s pocket, of the actors’ pockets, of the

spectator’s pockets, of how long people can be kept sitting in
a theatre without relief or refreshments, of the range of the
performer’s voice, and of the hearing and vision of the boy

at the back of the gallery, whose right to be put in full
possession of the play is as sacred as that of the millionaire

in the stalls or boxes.”
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