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All our knowledge is relative. We can have' an
idea of light in opposition to darkness, of sweets in
contrast with bitters, of truth in antithesis to falsehood,

of good as compared with the evil and of the beautiful
as opposed to the ugly or the deformed. There are a

thousand objects pressing upon our attention—sounds,
lights, colours, motions etc. and as we proceed to
grasp them, if the energy of our faculties is free and
unimpeded in the apprehension of the objects, there is
always an attendant joy. The joy (love) evolving
itself through forms and phenomena has boecome
expressed as the Beautiful and the whole universe
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seems to be clothed in Beauty. The poet with his heart
full of sympathy, is at once attracted and drawn
towards the Beautiful, without for a moment thinking
of the rationale of his act. But where is perfection in
the phenomenal or the real nature ! Side by side with
Beauty there is Ugliness; with the Truth there is
Falsehood; with Good there is Evil. Thus in the midst

of harmony there is discord, and the effort of our inner
faculties, such as emotion and imagination, in appre-
hending perfect Beauty is arrested by the presence of

the ugly or the deformed which causes pain. The
arrest only serves to stimulate the faculties with fresh

vigour. The greater the impediment, the keener the
desire and the effort to shun it, while the presence of
fragments of Beauty in the real holds out an assurance

that somewhere there ought to be perfection. The
mind naturally yearns {or it. Spurred onward thus by
the stimulus of the ugly, the poet proceeds in his quest,
purging off the impurities, eliminating the discordant
features from the Real he has been struck with and

rises on the heights of rapture, as the soul of the Real

becomes more and more ¢‘ disimprisoned ”’ and, lost
from these heights, borne on the wings of emotion and

imagination he disappears in a flood of glory of the
¢ light that never was on sea and land.”..(Then) the
eyesseeing seenot, ears hearing hear not, hands working

work not. In this mood....poetry is born, Descending

upon the region of the phenomenal, the poet breaks out
in musical expresion of the ‘ unheard melodies.”
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9Art is that which makes beauty manifest and beauty
is that which pleases without exciting desire.

R. All theoriesof art based on beauty or pleasure must
be discarded and we must dissociate beauty or pleasure

irom art.
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T ATMET FSeAT WFATAHIRIA ATHFSA  FL0q= AT

AT WTAATET @a: STRTE YA ATETN o W AR Sy
FST ATASS! ATR.

1. People come to understand that the meaning of
eating lies in the nourishment of the body, only when
they cease to consider that the object of that activity
( viz. eating ) is pleasure. In the same way people will
come to understand the meaning of art only when they

cease to consider that the aim of that activity is beauty
that is to say, pleasure.
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| 3. These feelings must be expressed by external
indications.
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4. Art thus is the-exponent of the religious perception
of a people, or in other words of the highest comprehen-
sion of life accessible to the foremost men of a given
time and a given society.
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w. ( In evary period of history and in every human
society there exists an understanding of the meaning

of life, which represents a level to which men of that
society have attained an understanding, indicating the
highest good at which that society aims. )

¢ Good art either draws men together or shows
them as drawn together. Good art is universal. It

encourages brotherhood of man, and flows from simple
feelings of common life accessible to every one without

exception.
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