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Late Mr. N. C. Kelkar

( BOMBAY CHRONICLE 22-10-47 )
( By:-- JAMNADAS M. MEHTA- )

[f there was one individual more than another who
approached the ideal of a perfect gentleman in the truest
sense of the world, that was the late Mr. N. C. Kelkar. If
there was one man who maintained a lofty standard of
plain living and high thinking, that was he. If there was one
man who combined intrepidity with modesty, and impre-
gnable loyalty to the ideals which he had set pefore himself,
that again was he. And if there was one follower of the late
Lokmanya Tilak, who represented his political philosophy

and social outlook to the full, that once again was Nara-
sinha Chintaman Kelkar. Kelkar died peacefully on the
morning of October 14. 1947, in his quiet home in a suburb
of Poona which he had designed and built for himself,
according to his own ideas of leisure and comfort. When he
retired ten years ago from active journalism as the editor

of the ¢ Kesari ", he had publicly declared that he had not

only finished his professional career, but he was also pre-
pared for an exit from this world without the least fear; he
had already implemented all his obligations to his family
members and had no qualms of any kind having lived g
clean life. He was prepared to meet death willingly with-
out any regrets. He was not known to be expecting any
sudden collapse. He was keeping a n_%armﬁlﬁr“ d‘U‘Q.ﬂ health,_
He was pursuing his selfchosen ﬁﬁdgafiom}’ ctnltlir.ed:
feisure with all the vigour and “Energy of a youth but .jt
seems that in the afternoon of the 13th he felt that hig
tiour had came, and he just sat down to write a challeng.
ing verse to death. Eight lines of that challenge were
completed. I have seen them myself dqging my condolence
visit to Mrs. Kelkar and their family. M{*Z'Kelkgr had wr}tielj
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those lines with a very steady clear hand, he was prepared
to leave his mortal ken if his hour had came, and he added
that his transition from the world to an unknown desti-
nation aroused no fears or repentence in his heart.

A Literary Gsant

He had by nature been gifted with a temperament at
once warm and tolerant and I do not think that during
his long life of 75 years he had ever done anything which
would make enemies for him., In fact it can be truly said
that he had really no enemies. Everybody, who had any
contacts with him, found him receptive of new ideas and
willing to communicate his own to those around him, with-
out any complex. He was a profound reader, hisstudies were
catholic and were not limited to questions of a political
character. His devotion to the Marathi language was imms
ense and simultaneously with the active life of a politician
and a journalist, his literary contributions to history, drama
and other fields of intellectual activity are voluminous and
in each of them he is in the front rank. In Poona his name
Is a household word. There were nearly 60 public associa-

tions, political, social, economic, historical, educational,
etc.,, in which he was the soul of the entire organisation

and even if his activities were confined to non—political
subjects, he would have been known as one of the most dist-
inguished and brilliant literary, and scholarly persons. But
after every allowance is made for other activities, which
were numerous, and intense and in which he shone as well
as any other activity, Mr. Kelkar’s devotion was mainly to
the country’s politics and to journalism as a feeder for that

activity. He had such supreme mastery of the Marathi
language that in a province where there are first class lite-

rary men by the score, nobody ever challenged his supreme
position and they wondered one and all how a man so imms:
ersed in politics should at the same time command such
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easy mastery over non-—political questions. His Marathi
was rich and pure, chaste and simple. He was affectionately
called ¢ Sahitya Samrata” i.e. the Supreme Chief of

Literary life,
“Chela’’ Of Lokamanya

Among Lokamonya Tilak’s followers, he richly deserved
the reputation of being his most ardent, loyal and faithful
supporter, though he never paraded this loyalty. He accept-
ed Lokamanya Tilak's leadership when he was barely 24
and never regretted having done so during a life full of
achievements of over half-a—century. For 25 years, even

ofter the death of Lokamanya Tilak, he stood out amongst
his followers as the standard—bearer of Lokamanya Tilak’s

political mission.
I have known all those activities as an admirar, follo”

wer and colleague. Those who worked with him in different

branches whether of history, poetry, education, drama, have
. frankly and frequently expressed their highest admiration

for the simplicity and comradeship which they received from
My, Kelkar. In politics I know him for over thirty years gt
the closest quarters. I have drawn inspiration from him
whenever there was a period” of gloom or despair in the for-
tunes of Lokamanya Tilak’s Party. Nothing daunted him, he
never got exeited if defeat came, never elated if succesg

arrived; withoul fuss, without any panic his 1ron wil]
controlled the situation, restored it within a short time. [t

was in 1896 that he gave up law for politics as the editor of
the ¢ Maratha . He brought all-India recognition to it, [t

was the English version of the “Kesari” which was then
edited by Lokamanya Tilak himself,

In these days of commercial journalism, * Kesari” hag

stood all along as an instrument of patriotic influence gnd
vigorous propaganda for mass education, without any regard
to the balance sheet, circulation or advertisement. Such
thas been the righteousness of the men who run the
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st Kesart that its financial success was never i

#dbul_)t. During the last 50 years the contribution of the
“ Kesari ” not merely as a paper but as the financial force
behind the political life of the country is known to all. The
“ Kesari”’ has given lakhs out of its profits. It remains a
solitary and salutory example of successful patriotic journa-
lism for an umbroken period of three—quarters of a century.

Soul Of Poona’s Public Life

When Lokamanya Tilak started the Home Rule League
campaign, Mr. Kelkar was virtually his lieutenant and in
the course of a few years, the Home Rule sentiment was
carried like a tlame all across the country with his whole-

hearted co-operation. As is well-known, he occupied a
-prominent  position among the conductors of the

Parashurambhau College and all its  branch
institutions. He was a tower of strength to the

Itihas Sanshodhan Mandal of Poona, a body which
stands matchless for its earnest and scholarly devotion to
the historical research., He was the President of the Sar-
vajanik Sabha of Poona, a member and President of the

Poona Municipality. He was the founder and leader of the
Responsive Co-operation. He was the first President and

founder of the Democratic Swaraj Party. He presided over
the Baroda Marathi Literary Conference and was the
President of of the Lahore Session of the Hindu Maha
‘Sabha. He was the soul of Poona’s Sabha life and young
and old alike received encouragement and inspiration from

his advice and guidance.

He went as the Secretary of the Indian Delegation (N
1909 to England to give evidence before the Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee in the company of Tilak and Mr. V.d.
Patel. He was a member of the second Round Table Con-

ference where he very precisely put the case of Tilak scho?l
of politics before that body and when Lokamanya was I
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jail, he carried on all the activities of the magnetic person
ality in a most able manner. As I have stated, he was very
modest and humble but he could be fearful asa figer

nnd indomitable in hissteadfas tnesswherever need arose.

An Ardent Socsal Reformer

He was an ardent social reformer and could have bra-
ved an angry mob in a street jeering at him and perhaps
stoning him for advocating an unpopular cause. He was a
Congressman for 37 years. He was a non-Congressman for
the remaining 14 years of his public life, but whether within
or without the Congress he was the same Narsinha Chinta-
man Kelkar—patriot, nationalist and above all the soul

of honour.

The bhereavement of his family and friends can neither
he measured nor mitigated, but they have this consolation
that the whole country and particularly Maharashtra mou-
rn thetr loss as its own.

.ate M, N. C Kelkar

C. R’S TRIBUTE
( Hindu, Madras, 23-10-1947)

Condoling thc death of Mr. N. C. Kelkar, His Exce
llency Mr. C. Rajagopalachari, Governor of West Bengal-
says in a message.

““ Another veteran of Indian politics has gone to eter-

nal rest. Among the leaders of the Congress that brought
' o
about a radical change of outlook and programme in 1906,

and guided the Congress until it was taken over by Mahatma
Gandhr in 1920, Shree N. C. Kelkar was in the front rank
and was Lokamanya’s right—hand man. Since 1920 he had
been a vigorous critic of Gandhian politics, but he never

let it affect his friendship or respect for Gandhiji or his
lovalty to the Congress as an institution.
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“ Passing phases apart, Shree Kelkar was one of the
builders of Indian freedom and his passing away will be an
occasion for deep sorrow to all the older men of the Con-
gress who are still alive. He was a most [ovable personality
and all India will join with Maharashtra in her mourning.

“To the members of the family, the memory of 1':116
illustrious dead must take the place o‘{' personal a{*fectflori
which must yield to the inescapable limitations offhy’smﬂ
life. The rich fruit was ripe for its fall into heaven.

l.ate N, C, Kelkar
( A. B. Patrika, Calcutia, 16-10-1948)

We are deeply grieved to learn of the passing of Syt.
Narasinha Chintaman Kelkar, the veteran Maharashtra
leader, at Poona Qn Tuesday morning at the age of seventy-
five. The present generation may not bc well acquainted
With the activities of this once—famous political leader but
about two decades ago Syt. Kelkar was one of the bhiggest
bersonalities in the political ficld of India. He was the
right—-hand man of Bal Gangadhar Tilak and an important
figure in the Congress politics of those days. He also worked
for scmetime as a member of the Congress Working Comm_l-
ttee and acted as Deputy Leader of the Swaraj Party in
the Central Legislative Assembly with Pandit Motilal
Nehru as its leader. Since the early thirties, however, he
withdrew from active politics though he remained all along
associated with the Congress. Besides politics Syt. Kelkar
Was a reputed journalist and a prolific writer on diverse
topics both in English and Marathi. He was the edito. for
about twenty years of the “Kesari”, a Marathj bi—weekly

founded by Bal Gangadhar Tilak, and during his editorship

the paper became a powertul organ of public opinion. The

death of this widely revered public—man removes from the
country one of the strong links that connected the present

€ra with the one that is fast passing away. Our deep and
sincere condolences go to the mcembers of the bereaved

! \ L] . -
famlly and the numcrous friends and admirers of this great
SOn of Maharashtra.
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N. C. KELKAR.

( Sind Observer, Karachi, 16-10-47 )

The death of Narasinha Chintaman Kelkar at the age of

75 at Poona removes from our midst, a seasoned politician,
a great journalist, scholarand and a keen lawyer. Associated
with the late Lokamanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak inanintimate
capacity for many years Mr. Kelkar followed him like a true
dis-ciple and both of them were of one mind though living

:0 two bodies. With Mr. Kelkar’s death the living link with
Tilak is cut ofl.
The political leadership of Maharashtra fell to Mr.

Kelkar after the passing away of the Lokamanya andalsothe

oditorship of the ¢ Kesari” and the ¢ Mahratta ™ founded by
the great leader. Mr Kelkar undertook literary work during

fhis spare time and his Marathi writings are read with much
profit for their deep insight and penetrating analysis. He

wrote the life of Lokamanya which is a standard work.
He was also a politician and member of the Central

Assembly for some years. Though Congressman, he was not
o Gandhi—ite on account of his ideological differences with the
GGandhian creed and some years ago he left the Congressand
found more in common with the Hindu Mahasabha.

He was a trusteeof the property of Lokamanya Tilak
+nd his two papers. Kelkar, like all Maharashtrians of his time

lived a life of simpleliving and high thinking. He had a sweet
~nd suave temper, and while holding his owninany argument

po]itical, religious or social, he was ready to see the gooq
points of his opponents though he held fast to his own.

In religion Mr. Kelkar was an orthodox liberal, on socig}
reform he held advanced views, and was an admirer of
Gandhiji for his wotk in thc cause of the Harijans in part;.
cular and country In general. He was not a great politieg
leader but a very sound and sane patriot with independent

views of his own on 111 matters,
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Mr. N. C. KELKAR.
( Hitavada, Nagpur, 17-10-47 )

It was characteristic of the man that a day previous tG
his death he was busy dictating an article in Marathi on

current policital affairs. He told his admirers—it is reported )

who felicitated him on his Shastiabda poorthi that thc

celebration of that jubilee in life was some-thing like tht
warning bell in typewriters which tells the typist that the

end is nigh! His writings bear ample evidence of the varied
nature of his interests and of his keen sense of humour. The

death of Mr. N. C. Kelkar has removed not merely a Maha-
rashtrian but a great Hindu. He was the right hand man

of the Lokamanya and after the death of Tilak, was instru- *

mental in keeping up the “Kesari’” at the height of its prestige ¢
and influence which it still maintains among Marathi papers.
He was symbolic of the normal Maharashtrian attitude

towards Gandhism and believed in responsive cooperation
which he never tired of preaching even against the Congres:
at its height of power and prestige. Still he participatea
in the civil disobedience movement of 1930. He attended

the second Round Table Conference and was the first Pre

sident off the Democratic Swaraj Party which was start:
by him in 1933. Apart from his political and literary intcres

he was also one who desired the commercial well being
his province and was a promoter of banking, insurance, glas.

and sugar companies in the Deccan. After th edecath of the
Lokamanya there was no other Maharashtrian who was |

as much respected and revered as Mr. Kelkar on whose wort ¢

hy shoulders the mantle of that great Indian Brahmin lcade
had talien. Mr. Kelkar has died five years after he had passc

the Psalmist’s allotted span for a normal human Life and th

country, as well as Maharashtra has lost a agreat and reveret
lead_er whose guidance would have been invaluable In the
hard days ahead of the nation. Men such’as he never beconx

senlle; for they live in the spirit which permeated Browning

wise Rabbi, who said ¢ Grow old along with me the best 1
yet to he.’
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