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23 He was brought up ag a worshipper of Agni, Indra,
Surya, Vayu &c. showed respecgt for Brahmins, 60000
of whom he fed daily ( Bhilsa Topes ) - ~
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33 These stories are bsolutely unfounded and were in-

vented to heighten the merit of the Buddhist religion by
blackening the character of Asoka before his conversion
to that creed ( R. C. Dutt’s History of ClVﬂlZthlOll in

Ancient India vol. ii P. 3 )
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not have listened to the words of righteousness whale
surrounded with temptations, while under the spell of
passion and yearning for worldly pleasures. You would
not have listened to the words of the Tathagata, for your
heart was wayward and you set your trust on the
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