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“Bombay had links with Shakespeare’s plays. A Theatre had
been built there in 1770 and in Bombay and Calcutta British
amateur acting developed. Performances were intended primarily
for the recreation of European residents but in fact led to a revival
of interest in the drama among Indians,”
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* Shakespeare’s audience is the real -touchetone of his
genius. c

¢ Shakespeare himself shaped his plays for the changing
times in which he wrote, and, in creating his characters, he
had to take into account not only the spectators but also the
actors at his disposal. i

‘“ Shakespeare was very much of a practical and commer-
cially minded dramatist. From the outset of his literary
career he seems to have been a stout pillar of that much
decried institution, the commercial theatre; making it his busi-
ness to provide his regular theatie public—and anyone else
who could be induced to come—with entertainment of a sort

likely to make them come again’’.

—Martin Holmes in ‘ Shakespearers Publy;,
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‘““If Bengal has been chiefly conspicuous in its resort to

destructive methods, the cunning brains, that conceived and
" fostered the movement, are probably to be found

- for the most
part—in Western India.”
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‘“ We view with deep regret the recent acts of violence on
" ithe part of certain young men in Bengal resulting in lamentable
deaths.

“ We firmly believe that these regrettable occurrences and
the result of prolonged and persistent disregard of public opinion
and a countinued policy of repression on the part of Government
and not, as alleged in some quarters, to any speeches or writings.”
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