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INTRODUCTION.

THE compositions to which this volume 1s devoted do not for
the most part come under the head of literature. Until they appear-
nd in print in this book, or in the {irst edition which preceded it,
they had most of them never been reduced to writing, except for the
purposes of the printer. The works of the principal poets who have
adorned the language of Mahardshtra have long been known, and
are tolerably familiar to Marathi scholars. 'They were written by
educated 'men, generally, though not always, of good caste, for
educated men of good caste; but with the exception of one particular
class of songs, they have hardly entered into the life of the great

body of the people. This statement is, of course, not univeisally
true. Stray poems of Tukoba and Ram Josht are still sung among,

and afford pleasure to, the commaon people, and the Pothi ( qYfsy ) of
Shridhar is regularly recited to them. But on the whole it may be
aaid that the written poetry, consisting as it does in such very large
measure of moral disquisitions and reflections, and the praises of this
deity, or that, is little known to the ryots and the Mavalis of Maha-
rishtra, and that it would not command their attention or admira-
tion 1if 1t were known. There is nothing derogatory either to the
people or to Marathi poetry in this, In all countmes it 1s equally

the case that literature is the possession of the educated classes,

Even among the best instructed peasantry, such as that of Scotland,
the range of literary knowledge is as small as it must necessarily be
where the time and energies are occupied in manual labour, And
in Mahdrdshtra, where the immense majority of the peasantry can
neither read nor writé: it 1s & mere truism to say that the literature
of theiracou‘htry is absolutely unknown to them, .and that their
minds do not possess the refinement needed to appreciate it. One
exception must be made, to which I have referred above, There is

one particular class of written poetry which has a tolerabiy wide

circle of popularity, even among the peasantry; but assuredly —the

fact does not infer the mental refinement on the absence of which 1

have just vemarked. This poetry consists of the Idrnis or love songs,

chanted at the Zolt and on other occasions, and which are as POpu-
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lar as they are usually indecent., Some, however, of those of Ram
Joshi, the greatest author in this branch of hterature, are not fairly

open to this imputation, and may be perused with oreat pleasure.
But, as a rule, the popular.ldvni is not merely sensual in its presen-
tations but very coarse. And, with the exception of the larnis, the

Marathi peasantry have no real acqualntance with the literature of
thelir country,

© Tt is not to he supposed, however, that they are without a poetry
of their own which is entitled to rank as a national product. “_Tith

the Mardthds, as with every warlike race, the féelings of the

commons have taken shape in ballads, which, however rude and in-

artificial in their language, their structure, and their rhythm, are the

genuine embodiment of national enthusiasm, and are dear, and

deserve to be dear, to those who repeat and those who listen to them.
With their records of victory and defeat, of heroic

deeds and heroic
men, of battles, conquests,

assassinai:ions and intrigues, they preserve,
wherever they are sung, the national memories of Maharashtra, 1ts

noble struggle to independence, its period of victorions expansion, 1ts
dominion, and itg decline; and over the

the humble Gondhali still travels, and still to rapt and excited aud-
lences sings of the great days when the armed fathers of the men

around him gave laws at the spear’s point to all the princes of India,

or retreated, wopnded and dismayed, before the:sword of the sea-dwel-
ling stranger. Itis characteristic of the

st of them deg] naturgdly with
of the Maratha triumphed.

(r

| ggerate the interest with vehich these
old songs are listened to, or the fervent feelings which they e&xcite—

feelings less demonstrative but fay more deep and abiding than the
hysterice passio of a Moslem Mohurrum, 1t ig something higher
and nobler than a mere emotional impulse which his ballads evoke
in the breast of a Maratha. ‘ to him not the inventions
of a diseased vanity, or the legends of 4 spasmodic f

anaticism, but
areab Liistorical deeds and figures which crowded round the nation’s

It would not be easy to exa
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mighty development, the music and the glow with which the great.
wave swept on, or the wail and the darkness of its reflux. Tt seems
strange and difticult to believe that the “wearied ploughman,” whom
we see driving his bullocks across the field, can be moved by such
thoughts and dwell upon such scenes. But the tact is that the IMa-
rithd, differing herein from every other native of India, has strong
national feelings. Other peoples in this country are knit together by
other causes: they are castes, religions, sects, tribes; but the Marithis
are a nation, and from the Brahman to the ryot they glory in the
fact. They axe, therefore, susceptible to a class of emotions which
is foreign to the nature of other Indian races. The songs of the
Rajput glorify the valour of his individual ancestors in paltry inter-
necine feuds; the scope of Moslem heroic poetry bas a yider range,
but its characterisbic is religious fanaticism, and its inspiration is
religion, not patriotism; butb the ballads of the Marithis ate the
balladas of the men of Maharashtra (the ‘‘Great Nation”), as such,
and burn through and through with patrioti¢’ fervour. The times
that gave birth to them have passed away, but they keep alive that
love for the scenes and institutions of their country which is so con-
spicuous among the Marathds., They add to thfr. dignity and self-
respect of the peasant, and they belp to make him a more and not,
. less loyal subject of the British Crown, as he has an honour-
able past to look back upon, and‘ manly traditions to- preserve. He
is not the man who will yield himself up to the ?glld hysterics’ of
small agitators; he has the solid self-respect which true national
feeling engenders; he has known lvhefl to fight and how to fight; ]ie M
Lhas won his freedom once from fanatical oppressors; and he is able

and willing to acquiesce In the established fact which gives hirm

peace and justice andﬂperfect liberty.

The b.allads of the Marathas posse.tss, therefore, a more than
commaqn interest, the unwritten lays which have lived in the me-
moried of men, and are sung from hous.e to house among the peasant-
ry and also the urban population, It is greatly to be deplored that
antil quite recently 10 effort has beerf mad? to collect and’ publigh
them, 1 am not aware that there exists a single collection of hallads
sung by (londhalis previous to th-B -p1-eseI}t, except the first edition
it The different literary -socletles of tl{e Konkan and _Deccan
have, {rom {1me o time, published a few which may he found scal.
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tered through their compilations, but nearly all even of these arve, I
believe, the productions of well-known writers, and are not the true
ballads of the‘country, They differ from the latter as a song by
Waller differs from Chevy- Chase. The circumstance is no doubt
casily accounted for, It is partly due to the disposition which exists
among people whose taste is the product of education, and who
comprise the great majority of educated men, to despise ballad
pdetry. It requires something more than a mere scholastic training

to appreciate it. But it is chiefly due, perhaps, to another cause,
namely, the great difficulty which attends the task of gollection, On

this head it may not be uninteresting to relate some of my expe-
riences, and to say a word with reference to the Gondhalis, who are

the hereditary ballad-singers of Maharashtra.

The Gondhalis have been classed in that invaluable work, the
Bombay Gazetteer, among “beggar tribes;” but with all due respect
for the compiler, the classification is improper and unfair. The Gon-
dhalis are both bards and priests. Doubtless they sing and they per-
form religious ceremonies for money, that is they are paid; so are
Adelina Patti and the Archbishop of Canterbury for performing
similar or analogous functions. These respected persons arc wealthy,
while the Gondhalis are poor, often very poor, but they are not beg-
aars because their incomes ave small, or because they ave 1n some
degree uncertain, or, again, because they must travel to realize them,
I don’t know vhy, for instance, a travelling priest and minstrel
should be called a beggar and a vagabond, and a travelling tinker u

respectable party with an honoursble trade, unless it is that the
latter can base a claim to consideration on the exhibition of a mend-

cd pot or pan; while the results of the labour of the other are not
obvious to the external senses. DBut, surely, tl=s is a puerile distine-
tion to make, and on behalf of the Gondhalis I emphatically repudi-
ate the dishonourable epithet of beggar, unless it be in the sense 1

which every Brihman is one also.

The Gondhalis probably derive their name from the word Gon-
dhal, which is a particular sort of dance performed in honour of

Ambi Bhawini. They call themselves the sons, and arc the de-
votees, of Bhawini, and wear round their necks a collar of yellow
shells called the Bhawini cowries, They ave by caste Marithas, and

L]
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Bhawanl at the houses of those who invite theemﬂ:ldhal 111- honour of
S ; and to sing sones
religious and Iistorical.  They do sometimes beg in the name bo;
Bhawini, but as her chosen devotees they occupy a semi-saered posi-
tion among the lower classes, much as the Brahmans do among the
higher castes; and as every Brahman has the special relicious previ.
lege of demanding alins, so has every Gondhali,

Lt appears to have been towards the begimning of the 17th cen-
tury .. D, when {he cult of Amba Bhawdni, of Tuljapur, had spread
through the length and breadth of Maharashtra, and the re-action
against Mahomedan despotism was gathering and acquiring force,
that the Gondhalis, as the bards of the goddess, began to rise into
high popularity among every class of Marathis. The pulsation of
the new national life which began to stir throughout the land was
accompanied, in the popular belief, by the revolt of the Hindu
Pantheon against the tyrannous deity of the Moslem. .\s in the
Kali-Yuga the goddesses exercise more power and energy than the
cods, so it was the goddess of the Gondhalis, 1 especial, who was
bracing her strength for the struggle, who by dream and vision, in
difficulty and danger, was imparting faith and fulfilling hope, Her "
devotees, therefore, were everywhere eagerly welcomed and enthusi-
astically listened to, and from time to time her very spirit descended
into one or other of them, and endued him with the power of pro-
phecy and other miraculous gifts, Some of these ure stil’ exercised
by them. For instance, a compgny of Gondhalis will at . e present,
day offer to discover and announce,sby the aid of Bhawani, the nane
of any member of any audience that may be assembled ‘round them.
The person who wishes to test them will go forward and whisper his
name in the ear of the head Gondhali, who will then call a boy to
stanc before him, at a reasonable distance, and will shake or move
his own fingers to and fro repeating, “Jai Ambd, Bhawuni.” The

hoy will then at once repeat the name which was whispered lo the

head man. This achievement is spoken of Dby the Gondhalis as

“Dhik ghalnd” (gr qr@ot), and does not differ much trom the feat
of' thought-reading,

The peculiar function of the Gondhalis was the Sorvide ot the
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do not differ greatly in dress and appearance frowm the ordinary Ma.
rathas. Their chief function is to perform the Gondhal in honour of
Bhawini at the Louses of those who invite them, and to sing songs,
religious and historical. They do sometimes beg in the name of
Bhawini, but as her chosen devotees they occupy a semn-sacred posi.
tion among the lower classes, much as the Brabmans do among the
higher castes; and as every Brahman has the special religious previ-
lege of demanding alms, so has every Gondhali, .

1t appears to have been towards the beginning of the 17th cen-
tury A. D., when the cult of Amba Bhawani, of Tuljapur, had spread
through the length and breadth of Maharashtra, and the re-action
against Mahomedan despotism was gathering and acquiring force,
that the Gondhalis, as the bards of the goddess, began -to rise into
high popularity among every class of Margthas. The pulsation of
the new national life which began to stir throughout the land was
accompanied, in the popular belief, by the revolt of the Hindu
Pantheon against the tyrannous deity of the Moslem. s in the
Kali-Yuga the goddesses excrcise more power and energy than the
gods, so it was the goddess of the Gondbalis, in especial, who was
bracing her strength for the struggle, who by dream and vision, 1n
difficulty and danger, was imparting faith and fulfilling hope, Her
devotees, therefore, were everywhere eagerly welcomed and enthusi.

astically listened to, and from time to time her very spirit descended

into one or other of them, and endued him with the power of pro-
Some of these ure stil’ exerciscd

phecy and other miraculous gifts.
e present,

by them. For instance, a company of Gondhalis will at .
day offer to discover and announce,sby the aid of Bhawani, the name
of any member of any audience that may be assembled ‘round them.

The person who wishes to test them will go forward and whisper his
name in the ear of the head Gondhali, who will then call & boy to
bta.nu before him, at a reasonable distance, and will shake or move
his own fingers to and fro repeating, “Jai Ambi, Bhawani” The
hoy will then at once repeat the name which was whispered to the
head man. This achievement is spoken of by the Gondhalis as
“Dhik ghdlnt” (1R gr@9t), and does not difier much from the feat

of thought-reading.

The peculiar function of the Gondhalis was the servize of the
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goddess, but as her increasing popularity was inseparably associated
with the spivit of national independence, the Gondhalis added the
character of mational ballad-singers to that which they had always
possessed, and have continued in unbroken suecession up to the pre-
sent day to compose as well as to repeat songs 1n the popular langu-
age, on topics of popular interest. They have had a far oreater 1n-
ftuence over the mind of the people than the poetry of Witman Pandit,
Bamdas, Tukirdm or Shridhar, all of whom flourished in the 17th
century—rude and vulgar as their diction is in comparison—because
they can be understood by every one. In the “tamashas” or “lalitas,”
dramatic representations much in favour 200 years ago, the Gondhalis
bad an important share, and their simple songs of the old mytholo-
gical heroes of their country, of Réma, and Mulhari, and Vikram,
were valued far beyond the purely expressed 1netaphysical disquisi-
tions of the poets. And when the name of a living chief was intro-
duced and the sacred drum danka (Z=r) beaten in his praise, the
honour was highly esteemed.,

The songs of the Gondhalis are of several kindg, but we have to
do here only with those which relate to historical events. These are
usually sung on demand at or towards the conclusion of an entertain-

ment. The Sudra castes of the Deccan and even the Deshasta Brih-
mans almost always summon a band of Gondhalis to assist at any
important ceremony, such as marriage, the investiture with the sacr-
ed thread, the taking of a vow, and the like. The Gondhalis arc
luxuriously feasted, and the “ Gondhal ” commences in the evening
~before a large company. The leauing Gondhali places a wooden

gtool 1n the centre of the ap*:.rtment and on it a cloth (bodice cloth,
Hr3@ar) with a few handfuls of rice, On the 1me is placed a pot
tull of water and in the mouth of the pot some mango leaves, on
which again is laid a tray full of rice contalning algo a ik (a‘ﬁ:)
or image of Bhawini. The owner of thc house then 'WOl.ShlPS the
Image, offering to it sandal paste, red lead, tur meric, Howers, fruit
and money, and burning incense and bowing before it. The head
Gondhali then takes his station in front of the lmage, with one of
his comrades on his yie ght hand holding a lighted toyech. The vest
of the Gondhalis stand behind playing the drum (sambal, q3%), the

Iyre (tuntund, gorget), and the cymbals (zrz). The head man worships
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the torech, offering to it sandal paste and turmeric, and invokes the
coddess in the words, Ob, Bhawini of Tuljapur, come to the (Gon-
dhal”’ (g=agTR M AISST Y) and calls on ather deities,
whose names he repeats, to be present at the performance. He then
sings a song in honour of Bhawini, the invariable preliminary,
and afterwards will sing, and, if necessary, explain varlous songs in

honour of gods and mythical heroes, or any historical ballads
he may know, the latter generally by request. The performance
will probably last till daybreak, exciting intense interest and rapt
attention, and §t is not uncommonly interrupted by one or other of
the performers becoming filled with the divine afllatus and bursting
forth in a strain of prophecy. Finally, a lamp is waved round the

image, and the torch is extinguished in milk or ghee.
8

The most important domestic ceremony among the Gondhalis
themselves is the investiture of a son with the sacred collar, which
as I have said above, is composed of cowries, and this ceremony is
attended by special solemnities, all connected ¥ith the worship of
their tutelary goddess, Amba Bhawini.®

The Gondhalis have not vesisted the race tendency to split up
into castes, There are Brihman Gondhalis, Renukrai (i‘gm)
Gondhalis, Kuddumrai (fzaayg) Gondhals, Koombhar Gondhalis,
and others, They continue exceedingly popular throughout the
Deccan, but it is inevitable that as a family of ballad-singers their
reputation should be on the decline. With the ppssing away of
Marithd power and the introduction of alien rule, with the mono-
tony of peace in place of the changing panorama of war and discorg,
the pabulum which fed their poetic $#irit has been taken from them,
and thelr present productions—for here and there they still produce
—are tame, flat, ande®artificial. The most modern ballad that T
have comeracross was a song to the railway !—a theme which may
evoke ‘expressions of wonder and admiration, but can hardly be ex-
pected to stir & Gondhali’s blood like the exploits of Shivdji or
Bajirao, In spite of the interest and enthusiasm which the older
ballads still command, and to which I have referred, it is’ obvious

* T am much indebted to my friend Mr. Purshotam B. Joshi for help in
this deseription of the Gondhalis, but 1 may mention that it was written before
his paper on the subject was read hefore the Bombay Anthropological Society
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that the occupation of the Gondhalis is departing from them, and
that with the extension and spread of interests alien to those which

have inspired their songs, it will be less and less regarded, They
will insensibly take wp other pursuits—as indeed they arc already
doing—and with the motive for preserving in their memories the
ballad of their fathers, the ballads themselves will be forgotten and
lost, a loss lightly regarded in the official race for hard and matter-

of-fact economy (when for instance will the priceless Marathi records
at Poona be investigated and published?), but inestimable in the
oyes of every man who looks at history and literature and the deve-
lopment of his race with a larger cye than that of a pedagogue.
My own poor and humble efforts to rescue from oblivion some firag-
ments of that verse which has so often driven the Mariatha spears
upon the foé, or echoed round their watchfires, which in war has
been to them like the spar to a fiery steed, and in peace has stirred
their patriotism, or soothed them after sorrow and defeat s—my
efforts are so neutralized by the difficulties of my position, that 1
fear to predict a much larger result for them than that which
the present volume indicates, and the translations which I hope soon
to publish; but I would earnestly appeal to men in happier; cir-
cumstances, residents of Poona, or Satara, or Ahmednuggur, or
Kolhapur, and who are not prevented by any res angusta domi
from incurring the needful expenditure, to take up tho cause and save

what they can from oblivion. It is almost impossible to carry on
the work from TlLana or Bombay.

The present edition contains a large number of ballads which
did not appear in the first editior, and as Mr. Shaligram and I havo
to a great extent worked together in collecting them, I am able to
spéak from personal knowledge of the difficulties; which have attend-
ed the collection.  For a long time my official duties confining me to
the Konkan, 1 was obliged to work the districts of the Deccan, and
the Mavals by correspondence with Chiefs, Sirdars, Jaghirdars,
scholars, and others, without heing on the spot myself. It 1s asto-
nishing how meagre the results were, A cireular letter,"in which
H. E. Lord Reay was kind enough to allow me to mention the 1n-
terest he took in the undertaking, and for which T had hoped the 1n-
troduction of his name would procure attention, was almost totally
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disregarded. Individual correspondence was slightly more success-
ful and one or two Sirdars, to whom I was personally known, no-
tably the late Sirdar Bulwantrao Vinayak Shastri, the grandson of
Grangadhar Shastri, who was assassinated at Pandharpur by the
orders of Trimbakji Denglia, gave me considerable assistance. But
the collection was proceeding with most mortiiying slowness, and
of the ballads which I did receive many were so imperfect as to
render them almost valueless, when in the rains of 1887 I was for-
a time transferred to Satara, the political capital of the Mardthds,
and, perhaps, tLe very best centre which could have been found to
work from. Mr. Shalicram joined me there, and though I was
there only twoand a half months, yet the fact of being on the spot,
coupled, if I may be so bold as to add, with the further .fact that
I was Political Agent, enabled us tocollect more than sixty hither-
to unpublished ballads, the great majority of which will be fomnd
in this book., It must be understood that they had never before
been reduced to writing, and that Gondhalis cannot read or

write—at least I never met one that could. It was therefore
necessary, after discovering where the Gondhalis who knew ballads

worth copying were to be found, either to induce them to come to
Satara, or to send an educated man to them, and to write to their
dictation., Mr. Shaligram travelled from village to village with
the most untiring energy, stimulated by the success of our joint
endeavours. But it frequently happened that the Gondhalis we
got hold of, knew parts only of entire ballads ; conseyuently when
these were copied out, we had to hunb for and wide till we came
across obhers who knew the whole ur the missing parts. Frequently

also we got wind of ballads from people who had heard them sung
ithout the smallest clue to the whereabouts of the Gondhalis who

knéw them ; and the trouble, often abortive, which we had in
hunting fo. the minstrels may be imagined. I will give one in-
stance. I had known for a long time of the existence of the noblg
ballad in this volume which tells of the famous escalade of

Sinhghur by Tdnndji Maloosray, and had for months, or even
years, been pushing enquiries in the Deccan with the view of dis-

covering the man who knew it. Ib happened quite by accident af
Satara that Dajirao Shirke, a gentleman on the establishment of
Sirdar Rajaram Bhonsle ( both of whom will, I hope, excvse me

2
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for mentioning their names), learnt what Mr. Shaligram and I
were about, and mentioned that he had heard a ballad about
Sinhghur, and could repeat a portion of it, This was the very
ballad we wanted, but where was the Gondhali ? After long en-
quiry 1t was discovered thabt he was a resident, not of any part of
* the Deccan or the Mavals, but of a village not far from Mahad in
the Kolaba district. A message from Sirdar Rajaram did what a
'message from me would never have done, and induced the man to

cross the ghauts to Satara, a journey occupying several days. He
was, of course, suitably rewarded, and .well did he deserve it ; for

we got from him not only the ballad in question, but others, If I
had not been myself at Satara and if Dajirao Shirke had not been
a resident of the same locality as the minstrel in question, this

hallad probably would never have been got hold of, and might
havs been altogether tost on the death of the latter, a man advanc-

ed In years.

Most of the hallads in this volume are new., But a few have
been taken from Mr. Shaligram’s collection published in 1879,
There were many inaccuracies in the latter which have been cor-
rected and the ballads collated with copies 1ndependently obtained
by myself. Some ballads were wrongly described. Thus the
ballad on the battle of Kirki was described as “Tuyy Imefl g=3-

g qr e FegET qrArST,” and a long account of the matter given in
the mtrodu(,blon to it. While another (No. 8, part III. in this
volume) was descrlbed as the ballad of Fattesing (raekawad, who
died in 1789, while a careful perusal shows that the hero of the

ballad was really the Regent Fattesing who was contemporary with

the last Peshwa.

At the head of most of the ballads we have given a short Ljs.
torical excursus on the person or event celebrated therein, apg

there are tolerably copious notes on difficult or obscure or ohgoleta
words or expressions as well as in elucidation of historicg] 3.
lusions. Care has also been taken to give the names of the poets
and if possible a short biography of each, with the names of his

other compositions, and the character of the metre employed,
Where there has been a choice between several readings they have
been carefully collated and an effort made to choose the one most
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likely to be correct, and others where worth quoting, have been
given in the foot-notes. The ballads are chronologically arranged.

Now that so large a number, comparatively, of ballads has
- been brought together, the opportunity has arrived of making
them, or a selection from them, a part of the regular school cur-
riculum in the Deccan, which, I hope, will not be neglected or lost
sight of, Though some of them are very full of archaisms, yet a;
great number are examples of popular Mardthi which a student,
particularly a hlgh caste student, will be greatly benefitted by
studying. A part from tbeir value as national poetry, their phra-
seology is well worthy of study as an exemplar of the flexibility, the
force, the richness, and capacity of the vernacular language of the
Mardthd ryot. But I think that as national poems only< the stu-
dents of the nation should be encouraged to learn them, to store
them in their minds with the affection and the pride which they
deserve from a Marath4 : and if a few of the artificial verses which
they now commit to memory are expelled in the operation, the
loss need not occasion many nights of weeping to the Director of
Public Instruction.*

H. A. ACWORTH.
Bombay, Novembsr 1890,

.
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* A portion of this introduction has already appeared in a paper read by
me before the Anthropological Society of Bombay. :
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