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‘Literature coansists of ali the books— and they
are not so manv—where moral truth and human
passion are touched with a certain largeness,
sanity, and attraction of form. My notion of
the literary studentis one who throngh books
explores the strange voyages of man’s moral
reason, the impulses of the homan heart, the
chances and changes that have overtaken hu-
man ideas of virtne and human happiness, of
conduct and manners, and the shiftiness of for.

tunes, of great conceptions, of truth and virtae.
Poets, drazzatists, humorists, satirists, masters of

flction, the great preachers, the chnaracter
writers, the maxim-writers, the great political
orators—they are all literature mn so far as they
teach us to know man and to know humap
nature, This 1s what makes literature, rightly
sifted and selected and rightly studied, not the
mere elegant trifling that is so often and so
erroueously supposed to be, but & proper instra-
ment for a systematic training of the 1magi-
nation and sympathies, and of a genial and
varied moral sensibility.’
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¢ Literature consists of & whole body of classies
in the true sense of the word and a classic is an
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author who has enriched the human mind,. who
has really added to its treasure, who has gct it
to take a step further; who has discovered sowme
unequivocal moral trath, or penetrated to some
eternal passion, 1n that heart of man where it
seemed as thongh all were known and explored,
who has prodnced his thomght, or his obser-
vation, or his invention under some form, ne
matter wbat, so it be great, large, and acute
and reasonable, sane and beautiful in itself; who
has spoken to all in a style of his own, yet
a style which finds 1tself the style of every body
—in a style that 1s at once new and antique
and is the contemporary ot all the ages.’
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