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A letter from Aurangzeb to Parasuram Trimbak.

Parasuram Trimbak, submissive to Islam, hope and
know that although your great offences do not deserve
pardon, yet in as much as the beloved Prince Muhammad

Beder Bakht Bahadoor has reported to the Emperor, that
you have repented of your past sins and offered with all
humility and submission to surrender the fort of Khelna to-
the Imperialists on condition that—

1 The Imperial army does not march to the
conquest of your forts, but returns to the former-
( Moghal ) territory.

2 You are assured of the pardon of your faults-
and the sparing of your own and your come-
panions’ lives, by the issue of an Imperial Farman.

+ ¢ At length, according to common rumour, the Prince
and some of the Amirs sent him secretly a sum of money,
and a promise of security for himself and family on condi-
tion of his surrendering. > Elliot vol. VII P, 371.
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3. And you are honoured by the acceptance
of your requests stated in writing to the Prince.

Therefore at the request of the Prince the Gracious Em-

peror issues this order that when you wait on the Prince
and surrender the fort of Khelna your offences will be par-
doned and you and your comrades will be spared your lives,
and the Imperial army will not march towards you to con-

quer your forts and country, but will ( God willing ) march
back to the Imperial dominion after taking possession of

Khelna. You should soon deliver Khelna to the Imperial
officers and leave the fort with your comrades in peace of
mind. Remain firm and true to your promises and regard
it as very necessary to avoid doing the contrary. Written
on the 11th Muharram 46th year of the reign. ( 27th May
1702 A. D.)
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the siege pressed with vigour and the Havildar, who com-
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