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PROEM.

Whence comes this restlessness in man ?

‘Whence bis egotism, his angnish ¥

And hard to bear is Samsir

When pain and death encompass us !
Edwin A?'ﬂOZdi

¢ Are God and Nature then at strife—
“* That Nature lends such evil dreams ?

“ So careful of the type she seems,

** So careless of the single life;

X e X X X

“ So careful of the type ? ¥ but no.
# From scarped cliff and quarried stone
“ She cries, * A thousand types are gone.

“¢ 1 care for nothing, all shall go. "

Te HuY30M.

X X X X X X

“ Nature impales men, bresks them asif on the
wheel, casts them to be devoured by wild beasts, burns
them to death, crushes them with stones like the
first Christlan martyr, starves them with hunger,.

freezes them with cold, poisons them by the



tjt{uick or slow venom of her exhalations, and bas
hundreds of other hideoous deaths in reserve,
such as the ingenious cruelty of a Nabis or a Domi-

tian never surpassed. !
J. 8. arll,

+ + 4+ 4+ 4+ + WhatamI?
An infant crylng in the night
An iafant crying for the light
And with no language but a cry !
Tennyson.
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[1]

Thus must the bewildered Wauderer stand, as

so many have done, shouting question after question
into the sibyl—cave of Destiny, and receive 1o Auswer
but an Echo. It is all a grim, this once fair world of

his; wherein is heard only the howling of wild beasts,
or the shrieks of despairing hato—filled men,

and no Pillar of cloud by day, and no Pillar of Fire
by nighty any longer guides the pilgrim. To such
lengih has the Spirit of Inquiry carried him.

C’(m*lyle’s “ Sartor Lesartus.
[ 2]

Human existence is girt round with mystery;

the narrow region of our existence is a small island
in the midst of a boundless gea, wwhich at once awes

our feelings and stimulates our 1magination by its
vastness and its obscurity. To add to the mystery,

the domain of our carthly existence is not only an is-
land in infinite space, but also i1n infinite time. The

past and the future are alike shrouded from wus: we
neither know the origin of any thine which is, nor

its final destination,

J. S. Mill in his essay on “ The
Utility of Religion.



2

L3 ]

In sober truth, nearly all tha

aré nature’s every day performances. Killing, the

most criminal act recognised by human laws, Nature

does once to every being that lives; and in a large
sroportion of casex, after protracted tortures such as
nnly the greatest monsters whom we read of evep
worposely inflicted on their living fellow-creatures.

If, by an arbitrary reservation we refuse to account;
anything murder but what abridges a certain term
supposed to be allotted to haman life, nature also does

this to-all but a small percentage of lives, and does

it in all the modes, violent or insidious, in
which the worst human beings take the lives of one

another. Nature impales men, breaks them as if on
the wheel, casts them to be devoured by wild beasts,

burns them to death, crushes them with stones like

the first Christian martyr, starves them with hunger,
freezes them with cold, poisons them by the quick or
8low venom of her exhalations, and has hundreds of
other hideous deaths in reserve, such as the ingenious

crucity of a Nabis or a Domitian never surpassed.
All thig

Nature does with the most supercilious
disreg

ard both of mercy and of justice, emptying her
shafts upon the best and the noblest indifferently

with tho meanest and worst, upon those who are
engaged in the highest ayq worthiest enterprizes, and

often as the direct consequence of the noblest acts; and
it might almost be imagineq ag 4 punishment

them. She movWwS5 down those on whosge c¢xistence
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hangs the well-being of a whole people, perhaps the

prospects of the human race, for generations to come,
with as little compunction as those whose death is a
relief to themselves, or a blessing to those under thelr

noXxious i1nfluence.

L

Such are Nature’s dealings with life. Even when she

does not intend to kill, she inflicts the same tortures
in apparent wantonness. In the clumsy provision
which she has made for that perpetual remewal of
animal life, rendered necessary by the prompt termi-
nation she puts to it in every individusal instance, no
human being ever comes into the world but another
human being 18 Dlterally stretched on the rack

for hours or days, not unfrequently issuing in
death., Next to taking life ( equal to it according fo a

high suthority) is taking the means by which we live;
and Nature does this too on the largest scale and
with the most callous indifference. A single hurricane
destroys the hopes of a season; a flight of locusts,
or an inundation, desolates a district; a trifling chemi-
cal change iIn an edible root starves a million of
people. The waves of the sea, like banditti, seize and
appropriate the wealth of the rich and the little all
of the poor, with the same accompaniments of strip-
ping, wounding, and killing as their human antitypes.
Every thing, in short, which the worst men commit
either against life or property 1s perpetrated on a larger
scale by natural agents. Nature has Noyades more
fatal than those of Carrier; her explosions of fire-damp
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are as destructive as human artillery, her plague and
cholera far surpass the poison cups of the Borgias,
Even the love of ‘ order ? which is thought to be a
following of the ways of Nature, is in fact & contra-
diction of them. All which people are accustomed to
deprecate as ° disorder ? and its consequencesis  pre-
cisely*a counter-part of Nature’s ways. Anarchy and

the Reign of terror are over-matched in injustice, ruin
and death, by a hurricane and a pestilence,

Jo S Ml in his essay on

‘* Nature.?
L4 ]

A Being of great but limited power, how or by
what limited we cannot even conjecture; of great, and
perhaps, unlimited intelligence but perhaps also
more narrowly limited than bhis power: who
desires and pays some regard to the happiness of
his creatures, but who seems to have other motives
of action which he cares more for, and who can hardly
be supposed to have created the universe for that
purpose alone.

Such is the Deity whom Natural Religion points
to. And any idea of God more captivatine than this

comes only from human wishes or from the teaching
of either real or imaginary Revelation,

Jé S. Mill on Theism.
5 ]

Not only have they ( tbe Agnostics ) dropped
those early conceptions which imply that the Power ma-
nifested in thirty millions of suns made a bargain with
Abraham-—not only have they ceased to believe that
such inferior passions as jealousy, anger and revenge:
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can be felt by an Energy which pervades infinity,

but they have surrendered themselves to the fina
conclusion that not even the highest mental attribute
conceivable by us can be predicted of that existence
which fills all space for all time,

It is not that they wish to do this, but that they
matst. Self-deception is the alternative, There is no plea-
sure 1 the consciousness of beimg an infinitesima]

bubble on a globe that is itself infinitesimal compared
with the totality of things. Those on whom the unpity-

ing rush of changes inflicts sufferings which are often
without remedy, find no consloation in the thought
that-they are at the mercy of blind forces which cause,
indifferently, now the destruction of a sun and now

the death of an animalcule. Contemplation of a uni-

verse, which is without conceivable beginning or end
and without intelligible purpose, yields no satisfaction,

The desire to know what it all means is no less
strong in the gnostic than in others and raises sympa-

thy with them. Failing utterly to find any interpre-
tation himself, he feels a regretful inability to accept

the interpretation they offer.

Herbert Spencer in the
Fortnightly Review.

[ 6]
Many a hearth upon our dark globe sighs after

many a vanished face,

Many a planet by many a sun may roll with the dust
of a vanished race,
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Raving politics, never at rest as this poor earth’s pale

history runs—
What is it all but a trouble of ants in the gleam of a
million million of suns ¢

Stately purposes, valour in battle, glorious annals of
army and fleet,

Death for the right cause, death for the wrong cause,
trumpets of victory, groans of defeat.

X X > X
Pain that bas crawled from the corpse of pleasure
a worm that writhes all day, and at night
Stirs up agoin 1n the heart of the Sleeper and stings
him back to the curse of the light,
X X X X
Lovo for the malden crowned with marriage, no regrets
for ought that has been,

Household happiness, gracious  children, debtless
competence, golden mean;

‘What is it all, if we all of us end but in being our
own corpge—coilins at last,

Swallowed in vastness, lost in silence, drowned in the
deeps of o meaningless past ¥
What but a murmur of gnats in the gloom, or &
moment’s anger of bees in their hive ¥

Tennysows ¢ Vastness.
L 7]

The cosmos, we now say, is a system of ethe

and atoms, in which the sum of matter and the sum o
energy are constant quantities. And the cosmos }



7

the scene of universal evolution, according to unchange-

able law. Hence it seems to follow that no hginan soul
or will can add a fresh energy of its own, that there

can be nothing but a ceaseless transformation of force,
which would proceed in just the sameway, weré all con.
sciousness to be removed from the automata who faney

that they direct the currents along which they inevita~

bly flow, It seems to follow, too, that even the

bighest of those automata have been brought into a
momentary existence by mno Heavenly father, no
providential scheme; but in the course of & larger

unconscious process, which in itse]lf bears no relation
to human happiness or virtue.

s all this beging to be dimly realized, men may
©® seen, like ants in a trodden ant-hill, striving

restlessly to re-adjust their shattered conceptions, It is
borne in upon them that the traditional optimism of
Western races may be wholly illusory, that human life

may indeed, as tho East has held, be on the whole an
evil; and man’s choice lie between a dumb resig-

nation and that one act of rebellion which makes at
least an end. And thus, in an age little given to meta-
physic, we find pessimistic systems more vigorous
than any other, and the intellect of France, Russia
Germany, deeply honey—combed with a tacit despair.

Frederic W. H. Myers.

[ In Zhe Nineteenth Century, March 1889. See
his article on Tennyson as a Prophet. ]
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[8 ]
There is absotuely nothing to which effort can

be directed, or appeal can lie. It is no longer concei-
vable that any soul, and by any action or passion, can
alter the immutable destiny which hangs blindly

over all.
X x X »x
The starry heavens without: appalling spectacle
of uimless immensity ! inconceivable possibilities of

pain! Vastness of a Universe which knows not of
our existence and could not comprehend our prayer.

( The same.)
[ 9]
* Why should we bear with an hour of torture, a

moment of pain,

If every man die forever, if all hig griefs are in vain,

And the homeless planet at length will be wheel'd
thro' the silence of space

Motherless evermore of an ever vanishing race,

Whén the worm shall have writhed its last, and its
”  last brother worm will have fied

From the dead fossil skull that is left in the rocks of
an earth that is dead ?

Tennyson.

i u.l.l.t:I
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