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FROM THE SANDS

A friend, interested in Sanskrit studies, casually inquired
of me what I read or did these days for keeping up my
acquaintance with that  ancient dead language. According
to him, once you have gone through the classics and the
epics, there is nothing else that you could take up. He was
naturally not interested in wading his way through the
abstruse scientific treatises on Vedanta, Nyaya, Mimansa,
Alankara, Vyakarana, Medicine, Law, Religion, Astrology,
Astronomy, etc. He also apparently did not think of re-
reading the classics. In other words, he wanted something
new and light. My desire to offer tribute to Professor Kane
provided an opportunity to furnish a reply to his problem
through this composition.

Mahamahopadhyaya Professor Dr. Pandurang Vaman
Kane has devoted his entire life to Sanskrit and other
oriental studies. For the last thirty-five years, he has
taken up the re-construction of the stupendous history of
the waang which is now nearing completion. When I first
came to know him twenty-three years ago, he had already
embarked on this venture. For his unflinching devotion to
this cause and other personal qualities experienced by me, I
have a deep admiration. I also respect his scholarship. When
the Brahmana Sabha of Bombay decided to felicitate him
and celebrate the s@qagiad in his 80th year, I felt it my duty
to pay homage to him and associate myself with the celebra-
tions. The Sabha agreed to allow me to participate. This
poem was the result. I have expressed my feelings ahout
him in this composition which I humbly dedicate to him.
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The poem depicts the life sketch of Dr. Kane with the
background of his earlier generations and with special
reference to the Institutions with which he has long been
associated. The first three songs take the reader upto his
birth. From the 4thto the 8th, his education, work as a
teacher and finally his taking up the profession of an
advocate have been narrated. His relationship with the
High School at Dapoli, the aﬁﬁﬁrqmw, the Deccan College,
Poona, the Mumbai Marithi Grantha Sangrahilaya, Bombay
Branch of the Royal Asiastic Society, Brahmana Sabha and
the University of Bombay has been reviewed in songs 9 to
15. Song 16 is devoted to a brief narration about his
monumental work, the History of Dharmasastra. Songs 6,
17 and 18 depict typical incidents in his life illuminating
his personality. Songs 19 to 21 refer to his membership of
the Parliament in the Rajya Sabha, his recent appoint-
ment as the National Research Professor of Indology and
other honours won by him. Songs 22 and 23 refer to his
family and health. Song 24 attempts an appreciation of his
pleasant personality. Song 25 is the concluding prayer. A
chronological Index of the eventsin his life has also been
appended at the end for an easy reference to the body of
the text.

Each song has a different metre. The list has been
printed in the contents. The ancient Sanskrit sjsg73ws, used
for songs 3, 6, 14,15,17 and 19, are wellknown. A similar
one, less known, is used for song 13. Song 22 uses an
212373 not so far classified but is akin to the known F=zrHT@.
Song 4 uses Ttfd, the ancient Matra metre. Such metres at
present are classified under the head sifg and are essentially
a1# metres. Jatis used for songs 1, 2, 8,11, 20, 21, 23, 24
and 25 have a Tala or a rhythm of 8 matras and are known
to belong to the gzragal group. Songs 5,7 and 9 belong to
the Tila of 7 matras and this group is known as the sp=g7e},
Song 12 has a Tala of 6 matras belonging to the ggaa
group. Song 18 also belongs to this group though that
metre has been used in earlier times. Song 10 belongs to
the third major group of metres, namely, the @@ where
irrespective of the time quantity, the number of letters in
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each line is constant but which does not observe the rigidity
of s1gRaws as regards the short or long letter in any order.
This s1gsz of course dates from Rgvedic times. &4t of song
16 which also belongs to this group, dates from medieval
times and was popularised by the Marathi Saint poets. The
names of metres have been adopted from w=giT=dr, the
monumental work of the late Prof. Dr. M. T. Patwardhan,
the distinguished Marathi poet, except for song 22.

I have taken certain precautions to facilitate the flow
of narration. The first is to avoid the usual Alamkarika
Varnanas in the composition. This lack of embellishments
is thus deliberate. In addition, printing of titles of songs
with the body of the narration has been avoided. The
songs have, however, been duly numbered to facilitate a
reference. :

I am much indebted to a number of persons for their
suggestions. Thanks are also due to the Brahmana Sabha
and the Rastra Vaibhav Press for their co-operation in
bringing out the book within so short a period at their

disposal.
Lastly,
TeaEAl A wErREa
FRaf: TSaEn TRy w@iar @ |

agft fafge: Sarmam, @mfaasaat
PR A A EATEFE 1)

, ;
Bombay, } S. B. VELANKAR.

9th January 1960



PROLOGUE

The treasures of Sanskrit Language will be rendered
all the more resplendent and richer by the addition of the
present book-let-a metrical bird’s eye-view of National
Professor M. M. Dr. P. V. Kane’s Life—which it has fallen
to our fortunate lot to preface and proffer to the lovers of
Sanskrit and devotees of Knowledge and Learning.

This versified short biographical sketch has been
portrayed by Shri S. B. Velankar—himself a zealous student,
ardent lover and reputed scholar of Sanskrit, having bagged
almost all the prizes and scholarships for Sanskrit during
his career at the Bombay University—and contains songs,
composed in no less than 25 varied metres, dealing with
several interesting and instructive facts of Dr. Annasaheb
Kane’s career. The lyrical quality of the work, which
smacks all along of the wellknown saying—asit woi 3fa & 3
ﬁ-rﬁvr: will be readily noticed even by a casual reader.

In conclusion, while expressing a firm belief that this
sitaqaie will be a constant source of inspiration to
students of Oriental and Indological Research in particular
and to the explorers of the wild depths of the Ocean of
Learning & Erudition in general, and will also serve asa
helpful specimen to the budding poets itching to batter their
brains against the Himalayan edifice of Sanskrit Prosody,
and while giving vent to our warm appreciation and heart-
felt thanks to Shri S. B, Velankar for this most opportune and
landable work and to the Rashtra Vaibhava Press for their
neat & prompt printing, we cannot refrain from saying—

AR frgm wfm fifear @ o
o EIR o amgraRa MaraRea |
T ARy frar frenfema g
AREIEANEE GgfRd @& quiEi o o

M. R. NAVANGULE N. V. MoODAK
Chairman President
M. R. SAPRE

K. C. M. BHATAWADEKAR
Jt. Hon. Secretaries
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CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX
OF THE EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF

M. M. Prof. Dr. P. V. Kane m. A., LL. M., D. Litt.

referred to in the Text.
Referred to
in Song no.

1880 (7th May) Born at Shri  Kshetra

1895
1896

1897
1898

1899
1901

1902
1903

1904
1905

1906

1907
1908
1909
1910
1911

1912

Parasurama Dist. Ratnagiri 3
First long illness. 23
Marriage. 4
Matriculation. 4,5, 21
Previous Examination, Wilson
College, Bombay. 5
Intermediate Arts Examina-
tion. d

(i) B. A.; Won Bhau Daji Prize. 5

(ii) Fellow, Wilson College. 215
First LL.B. 5
M. A.;; Won Zala Vedanta
Prize. 5, 21.
A teacher at Ratnagiri. 5

(i) Passed S.T. C. G} 2l

(ii) Won Mandlik Prize for an
essay on ‘ Manners and Morals

in Epics’. S
(i) Honours Examination in
teaching, 5, 21.

(i) Won Mandlik Gold Medal for
the essay on ¢History of

Alamkaras’. o
Teacher in Elphinstone High
School, Bombay. 6
Second LL. B, 21.

worked as Professor of
Sanskrit in the Elphinstone

College, Bombay. 7

Published ‘Sahitya Durpana’

and ‘Gadyavali’ 8
(i) Published ¢ Kadambari ’. 8

(ii) Granted ‘ Sanad’ by the High
Court at Bombay as Vakil. Started
practising as Vakil in Bombay. 8

LL. M. Snol

40



1913-16
1913

1917-1923

1926

1918-27
1919-28
1927-48
1930-(approx)
1930

1933

1936

1938

1939

1936-56 (approx)

1940-45 (approx)
1941

1942

1946

1947~

1947-1949

41

Conducted aLaw Class.”
Member of oard of Stu-
dies in Sans it - University
Worked as Professor in the
Government Law College,
Bombay,

Dharma Nirnaya  Mandal
established.

President, managing commi-
ttee Brahmana Sabha.
Fellow, University of Bombay
Trustee, Brahmana Sabha
Editor, Journal of the Bombay
Branch of the Royal Asiatic
Society.

Published Volume I of the His-
tory of Dharmasastra.

Deccan College of Poona
closed down.

Deccan College case goes to
Court.

The Deccan College case
closed.

Adopted Honorary Member of
the Past Boys’ Association of
the Deccan College.

Vice President of the Bombay
Branch of the Royal Asiatic
Society.

Chairman. Educational Insti-
tute, Dapoli.

Published Volume II of the
History of Dharmasastra.
Was  granted the title
‘ Mahamahopadhyzya’
Published volume III of the
History of Dharmasastra.
President, Oriental Confer-
ence, Nagpur.

President, Research Section
of the Mumbai Marathi
Grantha Sangrahalaya.

Vice Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Bombay.

14
15
14

21
16
11
11

gl

21

13

16
21
16

21

12

15



1948

1951

1952

1953

1953-59

1954

1954-58
1956

1958

1959

1960

(1)

(i)

(69)
(i1)

)
(i)

@i

=

An official delegate to the
Paris Session of the Inter-
national: Conference of
Origntalists.

Leader of the Govt. delegation
to the Istambul Session of the
International Congress of
Orientalists.

Prof. Law Institutes the
M. M. P. V. Kane Gold Medal
to be awarded every third
year to a research Scholar
in specified subjects by the
Bombay Branch of the Royal
Asiatic Society.

Honorary Fellow of the London
school of Oriental and African
Studies.

President, Indian History
Congress session at Waltair.
Published Volume IV of the
History of Dharmasastra.

Member of Parliament in
the Rajya Sabha.

Leaders of the Govt. delega-
tion to the Cambridge session
of the International Congress
of Orientalists.

Member, Council of Sahitya
Academy New Delhi.
Awarded the prize of Rs. 5000/-
by the Sahitya Academy for
the History of Dharmasastra
Vol. IV. J
Published Part I of Vol, V of
the History of Dharmasastra,
Awarded Life Pension by
the Government of [Indja.
@ Rs. 1500 P. A.

Appointed Member, Indology
Committee.

Appointed National Research
Professor of Indology,

Amrita Mahotsava,

21

21

13, 21

21
21
16

19

21

21

21

16

21

21

20, 21
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