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* ... For if that imitation is the better which is less trouble-
some to the spectator, and such an imitation pertains to better

spectators, that which imitates everything is evidently attended
with molestation. For, as if the spectators will not perceive
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what is acted without the addition of much movements, they
make great gesticulations : just as bad players on the flute turn
themselves round, when it is requisite to imitate the action of
the discus, or when they sing of Scylla, draw to themselves the
Coryphécus, or leader of the band, such, then, 1s tragedy, as
the modern actors are in the estimation of their predecessors.
Hence, Myniscus called Callipides an ape in consequence of
carrying his imitation to a great excess and there was also a
similar opinion respecting Pindar [ The Player ]. But as
these later actors are to the former, sois the whole act of tra-

gedy to the epopee. They say, therefore, that the epopee is
calculated for hearers of the better sort, on which account it

does not require scenery; but that tragedy is calculated for
the vulgar. Hence tragic imitation, which is troublesome
to the spectator, will evidently be inferior to epic imitation.

In the first place, however, this accusation does not pertain
to the poet, but the actor ; since it is possible in reciting epic
poetry to overdo action, as Sosistratus did, and singing like-
wise, as Marnsthens of Opus did. In the next place, neither is
all motion to be despised, since neither is every kind of dancing,
but only that which is bad; and hence Callipedes was blamed,
as others now are for imitating light women, Further still,
tragedy, in the same manner as epopee, may fulfil its purpose
without gesture, for by reading, it is manifest what kind of
thing it is. If, therefore, it is in other respects better, it is

not necessary fhat it should be accompanied by motion and
gesture. ”’

— Fyrom the translation
by Theodore Buckley
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€€ £ 2hildren’s theatre is a land,
not a building. It is a land of
imagination and emotion, set

in the empire of dreams, If we do not realize this, or worse, if

we do not want to realize this, because of our own blind
adult conceptions, we shall get the wrong sort of theatre and

it will not be children’s one, at all. There is danger of its
becoming merely the sentimental symbol of those who are
no longer young, the show-cage for little dead puppets,
directed by us, and not by their own delight. ”
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