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PREFACE.

O

This is not the first time that I appear before the
Public. I have already enjoyed their kindness for which
I am sincerely thankful. In fact the indulgent and generous
reception that my previous attempts.to amuse them have
received at their hands has encouraged me to try a new
kind of composition and to come forward, with this little
work contaiping some short pieces of Mardthi Poctry.
I do not pretend _to originality. DMy verses are for the
most part reproductions from some of the best Sanskmnt
Poets Kédlidds, Bhavabhuti, Bilhan, Jaganndith, &c. some
of whom have a world-wide fame, while the others, though
appreciated by the learned are notas extensively known
as they deserve to be. These pieces are not however a
strict and exact rendering but a free adaptation, my
principal object being not so much to assist the student to
understand the construction of the original as to provide
for the general Mardthi reader as neat and elegant a po-
etical production as I could prepare. Itis exceedingly
difficult, nay, it is impossible to cncompass both the ob-
jects at once successfully, and therefore I have not attempt-
ed the task. In fact I wish that my work should be re-
oarded as an independent Mardthi production, the ideas
and usages being chiefly drawn from Sanskrit sources.
I have taken pains to render the work as acceptable as 1
could to the general Mardthi reader and to the Mardthi

student. I have given good many foot-notes, explaining
the classical allusidéns and difficulties of construction which

occur in the text. I have also appended a vocabulary of
difficult words, and a paper on the peculiarities of ortho-

oraphy and grammar to be met with in Marathi poetry.
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