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‘Testimony to a rich past

** Ever since the Ajanta frescoes were redis-
covered and became generally known. they
have exercised an increasing influence on our
thought and on Indian art generally. They
bring out not only the. artistic traditions of
fifteen hundred years ago or so, but make vivid
the life of those distant - periods. The women
of Ajanta are famous. History becomes human
~and living and. not merely a record of some
distant age which we can hardly understand.

- “Thus the appeal of Ajanta is not merely
to the artist or the expert. but to every sensi-
tive human being. Anyone who would under-
stand the past of india must look at these
frescoes which have exercised such a powerful
influence not only in India butin distant
countries also.

“If | were asked to name three or four
places of paramount interest in India, which
give some glimpse into india’s mind in succes
sive ages, | would mention Ajanta as one of
them.
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