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PREFACE.

— D

It 1s a general complaint that the Vernaculars
of our country are largely neglected. This neglect is
not unnatural. Whatever may be said about the
Sanskrit language, nobody will assert that any of the
dialects of which Sanskrit is the mother, possesses a
literature worthy of the name. Few of the works in
them are original. Most of them are translations
from Sanskrit, Persian, or English, and they too of no
very high order. No wit, no humour, no eloquence, no
profound thoughts, are found in them. Who can
expect these dialects to stand against English—the
language of our rulers, the language of merchants,
the language of freemen,—a language that has
enlightened and enlivened our minds by 1ts useful
and charming literature, and has opened to our view
a vista of boundless knowledge? Now that our minds
have been captivated by its charms, the Vernaculars
have been given up. Shakespeare and Milton, Bacon
and Locke, Fielding and Scott, Burke and Macaulay,
Hume and Mill, and Byron and Tennyson have be-

come the rage. We read and admire their works,
speak and write their language, think and appre-
ciate their thoughts, and almost identify ourselves
with the great nation whose intellect they represent.
Imbued with the ideas of freedom and equality
inculcated everywhere in English literature and
trusting in the good intentions of the English nation
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and its leaders, if at any time the educated Natives
call upon the Government to remedy some of their
grievances (and some grievances must occur even
under the best of Governments) their complaints are
met with the imputation of desloyally reiterated
against them by men of feeble and suspicious minds,
men who fear their own shadows and who do not
seern to understand even the meaning of the word
they so frequently use. DBut, let that pass; as
brighter days are dawning over India, for, the mon-
ster of the Black* Act—a creation of Lord Lytton’s
f&ncy——which, for a time was held in terrorism
over the JIndian Peninsula and seemed to
nip in the bud the progress of the 1nfant
Vernacular literature, has at last received 2 death-
blow at the hands of Lord Ripon, and under the
benign and parental rule of our worthy and popular
Viceroy, and under the auspices of the liberal-minded

Liberal Ministry, the readers of the Vernacular
literature in general, and its scholars and

enthusiasts in particular, have commenced to breathe
in the pure atmosphere of English liberty! But
to return to our subject.

Hence it is not unnatural, in these days, to see the
alumni of our colleges declaiming and writing 1n
English, often in very good English too, on arte
and sciences, on politics and religion, and yet these
very men can scarcely speak a sentence in their own
Vernacular, which does not contain some English
word, cxpression, or idiom. Nay this 18 carried to
such an extent that on one occasion we were amused

* The Vernagular Press Act,
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to see an alumnus of our University ignorant of his
native tongue, addressing in English a large audience -

most of whom did not wunderstand the KEnglish
alphabet. Of course an interpreter was required to
translate the speech for the benefit of the hearers !!!

Now if the masses of the people be in a position
to obtain a sound knowledge of English much harm
would not result from neglecting the Vernaculars.
But that is scarscely possible. If, therefore, we want
to educate them, we must do so through the medium
of our Yernaculars, which will give them the double
advantage of learning much with little difficulty. For
this purpose many treatises must be written upon
different subjects calculated to attract the attention of
all. Poems should be composed, and dramas, histories,
biographies and novels written, to make the language
popular. This task should be undertaken by men

qualified to do> justice to the subject chosen, by
their knowledge of the literature of Europe. But
it is in vain to expect this from such men, who, as
we have stated above, are ignorant of their native

languages, in proportion to their knowledge of
English.

The Marathi language, for example, is spoken by
a race which has played no unimportant part in the
history of India, a race which has produced many
warriors and many men of acute intellect and vast
attainments. The descendants of this race form the
bulk of the students in our Schools and Colleges. They
reccive the highest education which 1t 1s1n the power
of our Universities to bestow. They turn out excellent

logicions, mathematicians, politicians, and lawyers.
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And yet what have these men done for the language
spoken by their mothers and sisters, their wives
and children ? If this state of things continues for
any length of time, the Marathi language will lose
all its charms and with that will die away the
spirtt of the race! Under such circumstances
the untimely death of Vishnoo Shastri Chip-
loonker, the ablest Marithi writer of the day 1s a
great blow to the Maraths Community ! His boldness,

his integrity, his ardent patriotism, his excellent
style, his critical acumen, and the zest with which
he entered upon all subjects, had won the hearts of
his readers and inspired them with a portion of his
enthusiasm. He is now gone! and gone for ever!

but on the capital of the Peishwés’ he has made a
mark which will not soon be erased.

Byron remarks in his “ English Bards and Scotch

Reviewers” that he took up the cudgels against the
reviewers, because he did not find them taken up by
abler men than himself, just as even a country-practi-

tioner 1s a godsend in a case in which a regular
physician cannot be available. It is with almost

the same feeling that the following attempt is.made,

a,n-d 1f 1t leads the way to greater ones the writer will
think himself amply repaid for all his labour.

| The present work contains the following sub-
Jects:—1 Bharatawarsini. 2. Address to death. 3.
The great Shiwajee. 4 Ahalysbai, queen of Indore

5 The right Hon'ble, Mr. Fawcet, the blind cham-
pion of India in Parliament.

It will not be out of place here to give a short



sketch of the first poem of the series. The author
proceeds on a tour to the Himalayas. While climbing
the mountain he is greatly struck with the beauty
of the natural objects around him. When he had
proceeded farther, beholding a charming bower of
creepers he enters 1t and reclines on the ground.
The time and the place work their effect on him.
His fancy is aroused, and he forgets all his cares and
fatigues. It is now night. Darkness reigns supreme.
Lions and tigers and other beasts-of-prey howl
and roar in the wilderness, and he finds him-
self in a great dilemma as te what to do and where
to go. Suddenly he sees before him a beautiful
edifice brilliantly lighted up, from which proceedsa
volce crying:—“ Assemble here all ye who boast of
the name of Aryas. " Your mother “Bhdratawar-
shant” 1s coming.” Hearing this voice he casts his
glance towards the mansion and finds that it is

crowded with ¢ Aryas’ Soon after there comes in

Bharatawarshint accompanied by two damsels,
All riseup and make obeisance. She then haran-
gues them to the following effect :—

There was a time when the Aryas were the fore-
most nation upon earth: when they were virtuous
and free. They then -had most intimate relations
with her fair companians whom she now introduced
as garfirg (Patriotism) and ‘Hng (Morality). The
tie, however, that bound them together began gra-
dually torelax till at last it was completely snapped as-
under. Virtuo and Liberty then fled from the country,
Malice, ignorance, selfishness, and indolence crept 1n
and made men captive, The neighbouring Maho-
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medans who were burning to despoil the country

of her riches now seized the opportunity offered to
them. They spread all over the country carrying
fire and sword with them wherever they went.
Anarchy reigned supreme. It seemed evident that
the Aryas would be swept off the face of the earth.
But the fates had decreed otherwise. Bhdrata-
warshiny could not long bear to see the evils that
her favourite people had brought on themselves by
their misconduct. She prayed to God to relieve
them from their wretched plight. The Almighty
listened to her prayer and promised to send the
Western people .to India for her deliverance from
the Moslems. Coming to India under His directions,
the English suppressed all disorders and restored

the reign of law. They holl the land in trust for
her people and when they have taught them how
t0 manage their own aﬂ‘aifs, they will lay down the
reins of government and retire. To prepare them-
selves for such an occasion, Bharatawarshini exhorts
the Aryas to study the ways of their rulers and
to imitate all their noble qualities. She again
exhorts them to take to their home Patriotism and
Morality whose separation from them has been
such a fruitful source of misery,

About this time the rays of the Sun fall on

the face of the author, and he starts up to find that
all this was but a dream !

sombhay 11th %

November 18832, P. B. JOSHI,
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