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" The Modi Character.

In the Gwalior Census Report for 1902, it is said
(para. 17) that, among the written characters used for the
languages of that State, a ¢‘ totally distinct character
called Mori »” is used for hand-writing, which corres-
ponds to the Shikasta of Persian. Mr. Bains, the author
of the Census Report, 1891, thought that Morl was a British
soldier’s version of Moors, the old 17th and 18th Century
Anglo-Indian name for Persian cursive writing. The correct
orthography of the word is, however, Modi, derived from
mod, which means ‘¢ modification ” or * manipulation.”” Mérit
is a foreigner’s pronunciation of Maodi, like ghérd for ghédd
(horse), gdri for gddi (carriage), jhdr tor jhad (tree), and so
on. The Mddi Character is a modification of the
Balbodh, which is substantially Dévanigari.

During the MarithA supremacy, the Modi Character
was introduced by Balaji Avaji, Chitnis or Secretary

e —

S —

¥ Mr. R. Burn, [.C.8., is of opinion that Mori is the corruption of
Muriya or Maurya. Maurya ( Ry ) was a seotion of the Gupta ruling
rage in Migadha, He thinks that the script has some semblance to the
Muria script at page 13 of Mr. W. C. Huchingon's book “ Specimens of
Various Vernacular Characters: ¥  Governmeni, Press, Calentta, 1877,
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of State to Sivaji, whose method of modifying the current or
orthographic Balbodh was to introduce changes, based
apparently on the Persian sgeript, and to fasten them
on to forms taken from the Telugu Character
(vide Table). Baldji Avaji’s ancestors had accompanied the
historically well-known pirates Siddhi brothers of Janjira on the
West Coast to Delhi, where Persian was the Court language.-
and in this they were well versed. When, therefore, Siva
introduced Marithi as his Conrt Language, and Bildji, as hix
secretary of State, tound it too slow a process to write in the
Bilbodh character, as each letter had to be headed with a fresh
hyphen-like head-line, he cast about for a more gquickly-written
cursive seript and invented MoOdi on the lines above described.
This was known as Chitnisi Valan, ve/an meaning “shaping.”

In similar circumstances, when the Péshwis of Pgona
usurped the power ol the Sitird Rulers, they desired everything
to he after their own fashion, and introduced a new valan, call-
ed the Bivalkari, after a man who slightly changed the shape
of Bilaji’s letters by giving them a more rounded form. A1l
over the Mahdrdshttra, both the Chitnisi Valan and the
Bivalkari Valan are well known. In the schools the
sample copper-plate is called Z{f¢d, and the school-boys adopt
the Chitnisi Kitt4 or the Bivalkari Kittd at will.

The modern Foona or Pcshwi Brahmans, with their usgal
keenness for prestize, have invented a purely mythical tradition
that the M6di Character was brought to India by Heémadpant,
who went to Lanka with Ravana in his turban along with the
nirmdl or flowers from the Lingam of Siva, This i3 because
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every temple of ancient uncemented stone construction is

popularly called Hémadpanti, and so anything immemorial, or for
which no historical account is at once forthcoming, must also
he called Hcémadpanti, until the term has become one of

reproach in the sense of gibberish or uakunown,
0

I have, through my friends, made every possible search for
"SS. in the M8Ji Character anterior to Sivaji’s time, but
without success, while Dalbodh MSS. before his period are
quite obtainable,

Sivaji could neither read nor write and dictated his
orlers to Bilajl, who always carried a Aelamddn (pen and ink
box) tied to his waist, and had to take down the instructions
in haste. This was the ovigin of the introduction of his
cursive form of writing. A story in illustration of 1ts value is
told in the MArithi histories, where it 13 sald that on a
certain occaslon Sivijl gave iustructions to his Secretary to
write a very important and long Zhar?ta or order, but Balijl
had no time to write it down, as he had been in constant atfens
dance on his master all the day. That night Sivdji asked him
if the draft was ready, and, in order to avoid being blamed for
neglect, Balaji answered in the affirmative. He was asked to
read the draft,and being an accomplished courtier he began read-
ing from a paper that was supposed to contain the draft. Sivajt
approved of it and gave orders to have it copied on the Aurang-
4bAd paper generally used for fair copies, but his snasidl, or
torch-bearer, smiled. This act was considered discourteous in
Native Courts, and an explanation was demanded. The poor

man hesitated, but was at last obliged to confess that BalAji
5
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read the long 4harifa from a blank paper, In the meantime,

however, Baliji had quickly written out the fair copy, and

Sivaji demanded that it should be read to him again and was

surprised to find that 16 was a verbatim reproduction of what

had been read to him before from the blank paper, He was

satisfied as to the accurate and sharp memory of his Seccretary

and expressed his satisfaction. The Mddi Character has,-thexx
fore, nothing to do with Moors, except in so far that some of

the modifieations are apparently taken from the Persian form

of the Semitic Alphabet,
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Appendix B.

““ Apna CoTTAGE,”
NEAR KIrRkEE RAT1LwWAY STATION.
4
L3t June 1905,

My pear GurtE,

Thank you for your kindly sending me a copy of the
reprint of your very interesting paper on Modi. I did not
know that the origin of Modi must be traced to the time of
Shivaji, and that there are only two main Palans of Modi till
I read your paper. After doing it, I exclaimed, how many more
things there are in heaven and on earth than are dreamed
of in my poor philosophy or scanty stock of knowledge !

My return present to you will be a copy of ““One Hundred
and One Gems,” being translations of the moral sayings of
various moralists, mostly Indian, into Euglish verse, whicl
I hope and trust will be printed and published in the course of
this year if my health, which has now become very indifferent
and unncertain, allows me to do so. Dr. Wordsworth, my
venerable Guru, has consented to the verses being dedicated

o him in a very kind letter he has sent to me.

[ hope you are doing well with your family.

Yours very sincerely,
G. A. MANKAR.
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Appendix C.

‘ [am glad to bear that the paper is so highlg appre-

i

ciated by experts, It is certainly interesting, but one or two

criticisms occur to me. Surely, if the Hiudus of Madhydesa
pronounce & as 1, it is hardly correct to call the practice a
« foreigner’s pronunciation.” As regards the derivation of
the word, I would point out that the Northern Indian form i«
Muriva argar, which is usually derived from the root meaning
“ to shave,”” because the character is written without headlines,
See Platts, s. v. and also under §g3r munda. Some fifteen or
twenty years ago the Post Office made a collection of speci-
mens of writing passing through the P. O, Can P. A. put

' was a speclmen OI MUIly#d, Wilsh
wp & copy * [ think there I

[ would like to see.

R. BURN.

5:h June 1900,
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gt.  USILTA ST A= qrear A4 Meande frden Hﬁm

fasdie @Ay seq @i ( AfdmEteE ) /S, a qza
H9A @ AL AFT T4 G AR ¢ ande  3q

SISTR® WRGAT HH=AMS  FFg@i=ar Qra® qaiq qarsedr-
T S BT A e qafaTE weis, i aeAl F3d I
[E(A% Qs8] freler gaia= i ¥ Fw %07 AE oF 59 TIG FL-

1@, qETY A=A AT A, 39FIEC @ Sedt oAt
AT GG AH & gaa | @A gaiws A5 : —

FEC @M. T (999 88 FA@A FRAT AFEAT A=A
SAIET TolEar oig, 7 IqEREar Wi ar g /e o aig
XS AR, WS & TF0 8 ¥ aar Mg srRf o A3
%S AR, O NEF Fa0T WeAga=41 27} q@En fiae Sl

AT R . AT A1FSH 9209 Fisrea Al fofiv s1d-
%9 4% GIgd AHES AVE a9 SWHT g T A1 €9
g QFI3A  QrEamEd=Ar  SIq@Fdd B9 g, Qi
qrZNTAT CH TEEAMEI FE I JAT @ SUE.  qreard
it 7 it foft waT «Ed &% gam a9e, sl qAEgard

FZOQIA, a¢ A9 [SHIOEl FeAOr Al 8@ IT IT AR
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argi & @ie Jegd ##3%. Ol TES=Ar SEEL 9 S&F qa%
AT A% Y AT a9 Jadt g4 #09 Se.

ger 2 . q@u o fodt gi=ar Suasi®m Darwin’s
““ orian of speczes " AR R[S, TAEEE, UAST AT w5
" qiieSedr HERFATHT HESH & SNTA-FGHl g0 Srdie T2
pre-English gemia #f it aga, & s@r.

gl 29, ST AT QAT 1 HS AR WS
qd{=a1 HEid A 8 1 sTdlE Fol e G 7 RE| W,
ZfRTE FE{ETFT G@n= a9 g% A9 B IFEAT NI [qae)
SH@ FOAT QI U ST @1 SO, I AT Sqasd A
CRES CDT AR, 9U THET qrVATH] 90 39S giMl U, 4.
MareEad 88 [ 99 9810, @0d oo [Tl 9uaid HTIIA
AT 9 JUSATAT FREA AAE F1F G % & A ﬁﬁa
T[T FFTST ARAMET WA FT ¢ A 7965 ATH(e,
oA &7 ¢ e ggl earsudl FEFET GHS AR, T UM
Z%7 199 Yl aQ SaFUAS AAUIE GEEar AR,

gET 8 1. 300 Warsi=a1 9di= areias &1 9 Ro|]Yy
Rdfad 2@ IRV 98l 91d% qU ATAE<aT Qg STrEAEia
il 9gREAT. T NEAA Ht A ST S [HHES W
STl AR, @id ( v ) HirEsfi=n g9 A b
gL ((R) TegEAEr e SATEST sald At Rdf
T, (3 ) s WiTWE AW F=rEt gUEd s (s
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gagiel 9As ) & dicia Widia, 9l wF WA &9 mEh Wi,
FA% AT NG HEAl T CFRIEET AT FO QIrE-
AT g Al g gl R AR AR, AN RIGITEAT TG
QFEIS A3 U AT QAT I AL FE9 S8S a¥
HiS STATWAMEN  EFAaneT e QAISATST . 98
e & qgd S0 AWl MAhi FO A @war st og @end
SHA FTH ¢ S TH AWM GG UG MA@ Al
T HITET STH0 (W2 & Fraia @l uaelt gidr 18 f&ad.
eA1qe qi@ ST (3 ) &7 (e faigon= & /33 Fro e ardl.
(R ) @ict fodiq RErsi=a1 w1 5@ #ida @eq A& A
AR FAL FRATET Th T qUan doaig wer, ((3) S
AET WY Tl JaSAFIEE (S0 IIeqd af 98s
G AT FE BMG AT qES SigAE wOAA S, (2 )
Al Rrear sn@saT, (4 ) YHTNE FEd  FRArEr 99w
A TET § SrAEAid A, () S F19aS § avsean oft. gei=Ar
SPARIIT SR, @i FAsta 3 o, W= g e
SHEmET T 2. QEAT J&F FRATG My &1 @ JEER A
F=AT qUAT Q@I AF g, qeal & SATSTATSAT
AETaT fORSA YTl @™ JENEAr 9§ AP} S, &
qE FEY TR AST A 93, (9 ) aTeadi=ar aigme R
qi wasi (SRS W oeEd g CgE FO—" g gew
JRES TGT, A CFFT AT oW WK W eqgf, eradr
Rearaui s=9ria soadt @i, (¢ ) |ET QIS e
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o T AEHT, HES TSI FOAA S, I AT waAErE
I AH-TES Al 0 2@ Rer waa, (%) ens fgen
AFAT SEl R [RAT SEAE S[AERA e dier ang,
90 =AARAGET AT FW L WA F2AT L IS ey g |
T SAEl AR, WIS Sle AL, &9 Gl.
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3.

I FAFAE q9 [BRS 9 I9g 7 = I5h:—
Y. TYHRIF MITLU. — T TTF ITIH & TEHNT 09

ArAA JRUEAERAl Yoo Wl TET ICAT WAL  NBIBIFTR
A ATSTT 3L,

R. TARATQE THGAME 4 RIAE. — & ara
Te3% A1 AR, ATH (AT 37 TTF oG &R AGBE@AT B
IR TS Yoo NI GUET He( AT, FEMARR FAZA
. 9¢o JAIG XD o T,  IAT e TETFREAT [AC ST
of[ad TIAFATE QG QGET FAT 9 3¢ BFOE 55 (aH
AT, TH &l JEIH W ATZIa.

3. (EsTE TARH—FEAS 4 [IUET I 91T
( g5 ).

2, TS STCAIST T AT ACTASH FNA™ Q&7 g T
AFEAT ST AN,

., HIEAET MP=AT ASMAT G|, &6F (I — 533
IATARAT FRAT G I FAT9S T=AT AI1aET  DeooT
ATTEdl.

¢. |EITIA TQ A Ji= aras osf Ik,

T e
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