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Report of the Secretary of the Dakshini
Prize Committee on this work.

_——-‘.>°.@___-

This is a large-sized book, containing about 216 quarto
pages. It isdivided into thirty* parts, having a subject
stated at the beginning of each. After having given a
short geographical description of the Maharashtra, a
nice picture 18 drawn of the condition of the Mavale's
before and after ‘they found a leader and a patron
in S'1va)i,

About 200 years ago, the story relates, there lived in
the village of S'rivardhbana, neur Jinjira, in the terrvito-

ries of the Niddi, a gentleman named Visajipanta. He
was the Dés’amukha of that place. He had a son known

as Balakrishna or Balajipanta, who was a clever clerk and
%8 man of general information. The wife of Balaji wasg
Radhabai, a lady faithful to her husband and Very ex-
pert in household matters, When Radbaba was in the
seventh month of her pregnancy, (as is natural and usua]
with a loving husband) an interesting conversation tukeg
place between her and Balaji, who is extremely anxious
about the safe delivery of his wife. From thé nature of
her replies to his questions, he is led to believe that she
is to deliver an extraordinary son, who is to be a great
warrior, a patriot and a redeemer of his country. Radha-
bal, on being asked what her wishes were resulting from
her pregnancy, replies:—=‘I desire to ride on a horse and
oo on a hunting party. 1 wish to give Dakéhigﬁ to learn-
ed Brahmanas and destroy the Mlenchhas (Mahomedans)
that oppress my nation, establish the sovereignty of the
Brahmanas,. protect the cows from the butchery of the
Musalinaus and make every one of my countrymen
happy.” This was an auspicious omen. It foretold the
good fortune of the mnation and the supremacy of a new

* Now reduced to twenty eight.
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power. Transported with joy, Bﬁ.lﬁ»ji f@l‘VﬁHb]y thanked
the Almighty for this wonderous revelation, At last
when full nine months and nine days had passed, Bala)l
heard the joyful news of a son being born to him., 1695
was the year in which this resplendent star appeared on
the firmament of human existence. Adfter two or three
years Balaji bore another son who is known by the
appellation of Chimanaji Appa and who, in history,
stands second 1in point of valour and abilities only to
his distinguished brother. Bajirava, the hero of this
life, had also two sisters, Bhivutal and Anutal,

The author then gives us a fine description of the early
days of the two brothers. This history of Bajiriva’s child-
hood is highly romantic and charming. These two
highly intelligent boys were the children of a poor Des'a-_
pandya. The comiorts of wealth were deniled to them.
They wandered and played in the narrow domains of
their father. They climbed up on palm trees and mango
trees. They jumped and frolicked 1in the company of

their fellows. The thought of the morrow never disturbed
the peace of their simple hearts. Like withered leaves in

a windy summer, they went mad with their boyish sports.
Strong and healthy, they were happy in the state In
which they were ; they never thought of anything high-
er or hetter. They loved each other most passionately.

Bajirava formed an army of his play-fellows and became
their leader. The children of the Mahomedan inhabi-
tants of that village were submissive to him, Chimanaji
ﬁppa helped his brother in every one of hig little con-
cerns. At first they were placed under the tuition of
the village school-master. But when his scanty means
were at an end, Balaji was compelled to give them home-
instruction. He had a large number of old records and
manuscripts, usually called Bakhars, from which he tau-
ght them some of the most important portions of the Ma-
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ratha History. He told them the old Pauranik legends
from the Ramayana and the Bharata., He taught them
the geography of India and made them familiar with
a1l the towns and places of historical fame. A most
lively picture of all the battles,  previously fought, was
presented to their inquisitive and wondering minds.
They always listened with attention and admiration to
ihe lectures of their father. Thus enthusiasm was
created in their infant breasts and a spirit of enterprize
wag early infused into them. Seeing that

“* An i1dle hand, some mischief still,
¢«“Will ever find to do.”

the father was anxious to keep his sons under the tuition
of a learned Guru. He, therefore, thought of leaving
his village and removing to a town like Poona or Satara.
But for a time varvious circumstances prevented him

from doing so. At last some political quarrels between
Angria and the Siddi, who had been on bad terms with
each other and whose reciprocal enmity had gone on

increasing until it reached a crisis, compelled him to
leave his dear native home. The ear of the Siddi was
poisoned against Bala) by a malicious and treacherous
man, who spread a rumour, that Balaji was a deserter
and a traitor, and through his machinations, .ﬁngriﬁ
<ag induced to wage a war with the Siddi, his own
master. This circumstance placed Balaji in a very
critical position, For, he was sure that the Siddi
would take vengeance on him and by a summary trial
or even without it, convict him of treachery and disloy-
alty and condemn him and his supportless family to
o severe punishment. He resolved, therefore, to stay no
lJonger in the territories of an oppressive and a vile
despot. With tears in his eyes, he gave his parting visit
to his friends and relatives, bade farewell to his home,

and with his family came to Sasvada, where through



(4)

the kindness of a gentleman, named Abaja Purandharé,
he was enabled to settle there. Soon after this, they
went to Satara. Not long after, the two boys were
married. DBajirava, who was at this time about 12 years
of age, was married to the daughter of Jos'i of Chas,
and Chimnaji to the daughter of Vis’vanathpanta Péihe.
The great powers which he possessed raised Balaji gra-
dually to posts of honou and responsibility, the duties ot
which he discharged with ability and 1integrity. After
a few months, Balaji Vis'vanatha breathed his last,
whose death was looked upon as a severe and irreparable
loss by S’'ahd. Finally by dint of his winning manners
and his high intellectual worth Bajirava succeeded 1n
becoming the Péshva. Bajirava had a preccplor as
S‘ivajl had bis Ramadasa. This divine sage lived in a
village near Satara called Dhivadasi. A most graphic

degcription 1S given Of the hermitage Of this sa,inb a,nd
its surroundings. The language and thoughts arve
eiwninently suited to the occasion, There is sommething

in this portion of the narrative that elevates the mind
above itself, and fills it with a noble pride. It isa

' picture which is simple, magnificent and grand, and in
which the literary artist has achieved a success worthy
of his high endeavours., There are no firgrant exagge-
rations, no hyperboles, no high-toned metaphors. The
advice given by the sage to his disciples ig hiuhly
spiritual, succient and convincing. The whole appears
prefectly romantic and yet the mind does not hesitate
at all to accept and believe it as true. In the portion
that follows, a brief account is given of the political
condition of India at that time, We are told how the
Loglish first came to this country under the disguise
of commerce and how after a time, partly for self-
defence and partly for the sake of agurandizement,
they formally involved themselves into the quarrels of
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the difterent chiefs and how they were brought in
contact with Bajirava and his sovereign S'ahai Mabarija.
Bajirava is represented asa great orator. There are
threc* speeches delivered by him in the full Darbar of
S'ahiit Mabaraja extending over about three* nights.
The author makes Panta DPratinidhi speak against
Bajirava’s proposal to wage a war at once with the
Nizawm to which Bajirdva gives a most thundering report.

The language is full of life and spirit. It was no wonder
that 8'ahit and his Darbaris were stirred by the high-
toned advice of their Prime Minister to run instantly

to their arms, and with one unanimous voice exclaim
in the height of their anger and exasperation *Deail,

death to the enemy!” Uncultivated as our language is
said to be, these fine pieces of composition show what
the pen of an able writer can achieve in this direction.
The following chapters are devoted to the various
expeditions of Bajitdva, Interesting and trustworthy
accounts of the original founders of the great families
of Scindiah, Holkar, Povar, Bhonsle and others, who
were at that time but insignificant soldiers in the army
of Bajirava, are iuterspersed throughout the narrative.

The origin of Fattesinga of Akkalkota as given by the
author 18 very striking.

PArT 20. This part 1s devoted to the administrative
powers of Bajirava, He administered the affairs of his
kingdom very skilfully and ably, He was a great poli-
tician aud a man of universal knowledge. He examincd
the various public Departments and wherever he found
faults and defects, he attempted to remove them aud
made improvements where he found them necessary. Hc
was very careful to observe that Govenment officers
performed their duties with regularity and integrity.
Publi¢ roads, buildings, tanks, canals &c., were executed

* Now reduced to oue.
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wherever they were required. In order that commerce
may be conducted with ease and advantage, and in
order that travellers and passengers may be free from

all the difficulties and hardships incident to them, he
constructed Ghats and erected Dharmas’ala., He caused

equal distribution of justice impartiality of judicial
tribunals and the timely collection of all duties and

taxes, at this time, S’anivirvada was about to be

completed. In the same way the work of many other
splendid buildings, which we now see in Poona, was

carried on vigorously. Encouragement was given to the
cultivation of such arts and sciences as medicine, musie,
agriculture, painting, poetry, weaving &c. Schools

were opened for teaching the ve'das and other ancient
lore. In fine, with the solicitude of a mereciful, wise and

affectionate ruler he tried every means to make his
people wise, heroic and bhappy.

Balasahe'b alias Nanasahe’'b was the eldest son of Baji-
rava, Ie was at this time about 14 or 15 years old.
Bajiradva took his son to the Darbar in order to make him
thoroughly acquainted with the state affairs, we are hLere
presented with a beautiful extract from the writings
of Bajirava who is said to have prepared a draft of
advice for the future conduct of his then young and
inexperienced son, The sentiments expressed therein and
attributed to the pen of tbis great warrvior and politician,

are, no doubt, worthy of the man and the country 1in
which he lived. Some of the most important moral qua-

lities, such as patriotism, industry, liberality, prudence,
duty, responsibility &ec., are earnestly recommended by
the father to tho sole attention of the son. It is a piece
of practical wisdom, fit to be read and studied hy

every one of our native rulers; nay, fit to be written
on tablet of every one’s heart.

In the last chapter called Upsamhara or the Conclu-
sion, Bajirava’s charecter is very beautifully painted 1n
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a language at’once forcive and correct. The anthor’s re-
roarks about the remote consequences resulting from the
untimely death of this greab man are very true. It was
the will of Heaven, says he to cut off Bajirava’s life,
while he was in the height of his gjory. He breathed
bis last on the bank of the Narmada on the 28th April
1740. A short time before his death he called Seindiah
and Holkar and other Chiefs to his bed and like a true
soldier and a patriot solicited them with his dying breath

to prosecute the designs which were left unexcuted
after he was no more. He advised them to persecute
the Mlenchhas (Mahomedans) and free his country from
the yoke of the foreigners. We are here naturally
reminded of the great Hamilcar and his valiant son
Hannibal. We are put in mind of the spirit of a Spartan
mother, whose maternal adviee to her son always was,
“With your shield or upon it!” Bajirava is described
to be a great favourite of his soldiers. For them he

was ready to sacrifice even his own life. When war and
other incidents involved them in debt, he borrowed
large sums of money from the wealthy subjects and
distributed them amongst his soldiers. His own living
was extremely frugal. He was free from the vices of the
rich and powerful. He had a noble heart and he par-
ticipated in the miseries and sufferings of those who
fought with him on the battle-field. Xver and anon,
even in the thickest fight, he spoke words of encoura-
gement to his army and continually moved by their
side. A true warrior, even though he belonged to the
party of his enemies, was his joy. He wasa thorough
politician and a consummate leader. He knew all the

arts of pel:suasion and all the ways of winning the
hearts of a discontented soldiery. Sometimes he praised

them, sometimes he threatened them, sometimes he
pacified them, and at other times he showed them all
™
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gigns of indifference and lethargy. He mixed with all
and talked with all. He was accessable to every one.
But he hated from his heart flattery and double-dealing.
He was fond of literature and he had a considerable
knowledge of the Sanskrit tongue. Power, wealth, in-
fluence and position had no evil effect on the moral

tone of his character as is generally the case., He was

proud of his country and proud of his religion. The
whole of his magnanimous soul burst with the fire of
patriotism ; mnay, the rays of that fire were scattered in
all directions and communicated their general warmth

to everything and everyone that came across it.

The writer in his concluding para justly holds forth
this sweet, admirable and interesting character to the
notice of those ignorant, licentious fools that rule this

earth, and exhorts them to covet it and imitate it. What
mortal is indifferent to bis own happiness? And yet we
are told that Bajirava was one! Kalidasa says of Dush-
yanta “‘gyatfrers: fgag Stegan.” And this is
exactly applicable in the case of our hero. India, no
doubt, must be looked upon as a very unfortunate
country inasmuch as Providence was pleased to cut off
the life of one of her most worthy and illustrious sons,
while he was in the height of his power and glory.
This admirable sketch of Bajirava’s life and its lovely,
charming “and chaste style are not only superior to
those of the other competitors, but stands, I venture
to say, unsurpassed in our language by any other work
of this kind during the last twenty years. That the
writer possesses a rich imagination and a good a power
of delineating natural scenes and human passions, that
he has a great command over language to express his
sentiments which are at once chaste and mnoble, that
his deseriptions are elegant and striking, and his images
dignified and natural, and that his manner of narrating
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ovents is pleasing and instructive, may be seen in
almost every chapter. The performance, on the whole,
is very beautifully conceived and executed in a manner
that reflects immense credit on the author, who, if
duly encouraged to go on in his literary pursuits, would,
I belive, turn out a most able historical writer 1n our
language,
( Signed ) Raos1 S, GODBOLE,
Secretary; Dakshind Prize Committee.

Extracts from the Secretary’s Report and
the Opinions of the Members of
the Committee.

Out of the *Manuscripts A. *alone is in my humble

opinion a meritorious book. It has the simplicity of

Addison or Washington Irving and at the same time
possesses the charms of Macaulay. 3 ” "

The speeches in A, eminently suit both the character
and times,

T would humbly beg to propose that A. be awarded
the full prize* and be strongly recommended to the
Director of Public Instruction for publication. I have no
doubt that the book, if published, would be a valnable
addition to the scanty stock of original books in Marathi.

( Signed ) RA0J1 S. GopBOLE.
Secretary, Dakshind Prize Committee.

In regard to their merits as literary compositions
I agree with the Secretary in holding that the author
of A. deservedly occupies the first place. A.’s style is

more natural and racy* and it has no bombast or
affectation about it.

* A, is the signiﬁcanﬁt mark given to this 1"5_?'-01311, all the rest
being called by other letters or marks,
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. This description [ of the Dhavadasi Hermit ] is
really splendid.

He certainly possesses first-rate power of descriptive
narrative,

( Signed ) M. G. RANADE.

T agree with the Secretary in voting the whole
prize to A.
(Signed ) KrisENA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR.

p—

I *am of opinion that A. stands much higher¥
*in many respects such as its language, its plot, ibs
execution of it &ec. and deservedly ranks the first. I,
therefore, agree with Mr, K. 8, Chiplonkar and the

Secretary in assigning the whole prize to it.

( Signed ) SHRIKRISANA SHASTRI TALEKAR.

[ -

I also agree with the Secretary 1n voting the whole

prize to A.
( Signed ) KERU L, CHEEATRE,

T agree with the Secretary and * the whole prize
should now be given to the author of A, He may ab
the same time be informed by the Secretary that if he
resubmits hig work * 1b will be recommended by the

committee to the Director of Public Instructlion.

( Signed ) F. KTELHOEN,
President of the D. P. Committee.
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