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“ Piece out our imperfections with your thoughts ™

“ Who, prologue like, your humble patience pray.
Gently to hear, kindly to judge, our play.”

Shakespeare—Henry V
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It bas been considered as the misfortune of first rate
talents for the stage, that they leave no record behind
them except that of vague rumour, and that the genius of a
great actor perishes with him, ‘‘ leaving the world no

copy. — Hazlilt.
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* Fame forgets one by one and year by year, those

who have been great lawyers, great statesmen and great

warriors in their day; but the name of Garrick still
SUrvIVeSs. — Hazlitt.
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* We note in this age the tremendous impetus
received from the Renaissance, from the Reformation and
from the exploration of the new world. It was marked by a
strong national spirit, by patriotism, by religious tolerances
by social content, by intellectual progress and by un-
bounded enthusiasm. Such an age of thought, feeling and

vigorous action finds its best expression in the drama.
—Long : History of English Literature.
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An actor, to be a good one, must have a great spirit
of enjoyment in himself; strong impulses, strong passions
and a strong sense of pleasure: for it is his business to
s mitate the passions and to communicate pleasure to others.

—-Hazlitt : On Acting and Actors, 11.
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+ Bad theatres are as bad schools or bad churches;
tor modern civilization is rapidly multiplying the class to
which the theatre 1s both school and church.

—@G. B. Shaw : Preface to Plays and Pleasants.

¢ When the managers and authors study the wants
of t"lﬁSE customers (A9F) they succeed; when they do not,

they fail. — Tbid.
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* Such managership would carry a knighthood witn

it and such a theatre would be the needed nucleus {eor
municipal or national endowment.

—G. B. Shaw : Preface to Plays Pleasants.
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The development from the classical to the romantic
drama has been on the whole a change from the presenta.-
tion of action to the presentation of character, a gradua
shifting of the scene from that; which is without to that
which is within.
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* The life which the moderns have gscrutinised more
closely, the experience from which they have drawn more
widely, is after all not that which lies without us, not that
which meets the eye even of the keenest observer, 1n
man’s outward circumstances and conditions. It is the
inner life, the world, not of outward fact, nor even of

outward action, but of the innermost thoughts, feelings,
instincts and passions of mankind.
— Types of Tragic Drama.

t For they do not exist for the story ; the story exists.
for them; and they know it.

—G. K, Chesterton.
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C. E. Vaughan—On Types of Tragic Drama.
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