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An Empty Casket.

Surely the woman of the sinful street
Who pushed her way past many a spotless guest,

And washed with tears, and kissed the sacred feet,
And wiped them with her hair, and from her breast

Drew out an alabaster box, and poured
The precious ointment forth, making increase

The indignant voices, till she heard her Lord
Saying, ‘““Thy faith hath saved thee, go 1n peace’

Surely at times, long after He was dead,
She took the box out from some hidden place,
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And wept, recalling in a fragrance shed
About it still, the very voice and face.

S0 do 1 cherish up my heart, as it were
An alabaster box 1n secret shrine,

Retaining still a fragrance faint and rare
Of love long since poured out at feet of thine.
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