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It was an important gain that writers should
become more socially conscious and should plant their
feet firmly on the earth once more; it was a healthy
impulge for them to try and regain the speed and direct-
ness of narrative style that seemed to have been lost
for so long, to break out of the confines of a modern
“ literary English ” towards the colloquial and the
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vernacular; . ... ..
John Lehmann
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Life today is lived in the intervals between
one crisis and the next, in a world where widespread
poverty and acts of cynical cruelty and atrocious vio-
lence appear to have become almost the normal condition
of things. Under.such circumstances it is hardly sur-
prising if modern poetry is fragmentary, or if the
modern poet is uncertain of himself or the civilization



that, in former times, "he was once proud to call
his own.
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