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“ They loved to commune with nature and their own
zouls in solitude, believing here was the source of true
poetic inspiration, The resulting forces were often, as far as
they went, beautiful and spotless in art; they were worthy
of profound and beautiful thoughts which they embodied.
In diction, rhythm, proportion, melody-in everything, in
short, that constitutes beauty of form no poems ever com-
posed attained to greater perfection than Shelley’s Sky-
lark and Keat’ s Hyperion, ”
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“Yet these forms, after all, were not of the highest order.
The judgment of many generations has assigned the palm
of superiority among poetic forms to Epos and the Dramas:
yeb 1n neither of these did the school of poets of which we
speak achieve any success of moment. This was probably
due to the influence of the theory which we are considering,—
The truth is that no extensive or complex peem was ever com-
posed without large help from that constructive faculty which
it was the object of the theory to depreciate.”
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“I'be bright moments are transitory, even with minds

endowed with the highest order of imagination; but hy
means of this labour:—

“ Tasks in hours of insight willed,
May be in hours of gloom fulfilled”
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But this truth was obscured, or but dimly visible, to minds
which viewed poetry in the light we have deseribed.”
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