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“ Take these my Verses
and me too

Where my heart lies,
let my Brain lie also ”

—MUTS T HHHI.
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“ — While you live,
Drink ! - for once dead, you never shall return.”
* * *

* Drink ! for you know not whence you came nor why,
Drink ! for you know not why you go nor where.”

* *® *

Of threats of Hell and Hopes of Paradise !

One thing at least is certain — This Life flies;
One thing is certain and the rest is Lies;
The Flower that once has blown forever dies.

% * *
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* All this of pot and Potter — Tell me then,
who is the Potter, Pray, and who the Pot 2"

* * *

Have drown’d my Glory in a shallow cup
And sold my reputation for a song.

* * *
Why. be this Juice the growth of God, who dare
Blaspheme the twisted tendril as a snare ?
A Blessing we should use it, should we not?
And if a curse — Why, then Who set it there?

* * *
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And lately, by the Tavern Door agape,
Came shining through the Dusk, an Angel shape
Bearing a vessel on his shoulder; and
He bid me taste of it; and ’twas — the Grape.

* * *

One Moment in Annihilation’s waste,

One Moment, of the Well of Life to taste—
The stars are setting, and the Caravan

Starts for the dawn of Nothing -~ Oh, make haste !

* * *
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Awake ! for Morning in the Bowl of Night
Has flung the stone that puts the stars to Flight:
And Lo! the Hunter of the East has caught
The Sultan’s Turret in a Noose of Light.

* * *

Dreaming when Dawn’s Left Hand was in the Sky
1 heard a voice within the Tavern cry,

* Awake, my little ones, fill the cup

Before Life’s Liquor in its cup be dry.”

* *

«“ — Open then the door.
You know how little while we have to stay,

And once departed may return no more."”

* *

*
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Now the New Year reviving old Desires
The thoughtful Soul to Solitude retires.

* * *

Come, fill the Cup, and in the Fire of Spring
The Winter Garment of Repentance fling:
The Bird of Time has but a little way
To Fly—, and Lo! The Bird is on the wing:
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“ There was the Door to which | found no Key. %
* ' * *

The Moving Finger writes; and having writ,

Moves on: nor all thy piety nor wit

Shall lure it back to Cancel half a Line,
Nor all thy Tears wash out a word of it.

* * *

Waste not your Hour, nor in the vain Persuit
Of this and that endeavour and dispute;
Better be jocund with the fruitful Grape
Than sadden after none, or bitter, Fruit.

* * *

Ah, Love! Could thou and | with Fate Conspire
To grasp this Sorry Scheme of Things entire,
Would not we shatter it to bits — and then
Re-mould it nearer to the Heart’s Desire!

» * ¥
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And that inverted Bowl we call the Sky,
Where under Crawling Coop’t we live and die,
Lifc not thy hands to It for help - for It
Rolls impotently on as thou or I.

* * *

You know, my friends, how long since in my House
For a new Marriage | did make carouse:

Divorced old barren Reason from my Bed,

And took the Daughter of Vine to Spouse.

¥ * *
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But Come with old Khayyam, and leave the lot.

* *
*
Well, let it take them! What have we to do

— heed not you.
Whether at Naishapur or Babylon,
Whether the Cup with sweet or bitter run,
The wine of Life keeps oozing drop by drop,
The Leaves of Life keep failing one by one.

* * *

And look — a thousand Blossoms with the day
Woke — and a thousand Scatter’d into Clay;

* * £
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Each Morn a thousand Roses brings, you say :
Yes, but where leaves the Rose of Yesterday ?

* * *

‘Wiih me along some strip of Herbage strown
That just divides the dasert from the sown

* L 4 *

Here with a Loaf of Bread beneath the Bough,
A Flash of wine, a Book of Verse - and Thou
‘Beside me singing in the wilderness -

And wilderness is Paradise enow

* * ¥
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Oh Thou, who Man of baser Earth didst make,
And who with Eden didst devise the Snake;
For all the Sin wherewith the face of man

Is blacken’d Man’s Forgiveness give — and take !

¥ * ¥
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The Worldly Hope men set their Hearts upon
Turns Ashes - or it prospers; and anon,
Like Snow upon the Desert’s dusty face
Lighting a little Hour or Two - is gone

* * *
Some for the Glorles of This world; and some
Sigh for the Prophet’s Paradise to Come;

Ah, take the Cash, let the Credit go,
Nor heed the rumble of a distant Drum !

* * *

And those who husbanded the Golden grain,
And those who flung it to the winds like Rain,

¥* % #*
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Think, in this batter'd Caravanserai

Whose Doorways are alternate Night and Day,
How Sultan after Sultan with his Pomp
Abode his Hour or two, and went his Way.

* % %*
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— Take that, and do not shrink.

* * *

Ah! my Belove'd, fill the cup that clears
To-day of Past Regrets and Future Fears —

* * *

Lo, Some we loved, the loveliest and the best
That Time and Fate of all their Vintage prest,
Have drunk their cup a Round or two before,
And one by one crept silently to Rest.

* % "%

And we, that now make merry in the Room
They left—

* * *

MNA-TIAT
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A Moment’s Halt — a momentary Taste

‘Of Being from the well amid the Waste—

And Lo! — the Phantom Caravan has reache’d
The Nothing it set out from — Oh, make haste!
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Up from Earth’s centre through Seventh Gate
| rose, and on the Throne of Saturn Sate,
And many - a - Knot unravel’d by the Road
But not the Master - Knot of Human Fate.

* * *

Some little talk awhile of Me and Thee
There was - and then no more of Thee and Me.

* * *

Then to the Lip of this poor earthern Urn
1'lean’d the secret of my life to learn;

* * *
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Drink ! for once dead, you never shall return

* * *

| think the Vessel , that with Fugitive
Articulation answer’d, once did live

And drink; and Ah ! the passive lip | kiss'd
How many kisses might it take - and give !

- -
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For | remember stopping by the way

To watch a potter thumping his wet clay :

And with its all - obliterated Tongue

It murmur’d - “ Gently, Brother, gently, pray !

* * *

And has not such a Story from of Old
Down Man’s successive generations roll'd
Of such a clod of saturated Earth

Cast by the Maker into Human Mouyld ?

* * *

And not a drop that from our cups we throw
For Earth to drink of, but may steal below
To Quench the fire of Anguish in some Eye
There hidden —far beneath, and long ago.

* * *
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Think then you are To-day what Yesterday
You were — To-morrow you shall not be less.

* *
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Ah, Moon of my Delight who know’st no wane,
Ah, fill the cup—

* * *

Ah, make the most of what we yet may spend,
Before we too into the Dust Descend

Dust into Dust, and under Dust, to lie,

Sans Wine, Sans song, Sans Singer and Sans End !

* % *

— Oh, make haste !



* K ¥ Kk Kk Kk ¥ k*

g1 gai, g@1 Tt
gadi |1 A4 ST
qIR gay, ark §3T
a1z ga, gy g3
gzargE Ar-gaT a&g ATgal HaAT I |
HY0() TZUT GIIAT 19
strad § srafadl Agan
qIt grEEr a1 sggiqA, 9 & s wganT !

qz<} |qISAT 919 e
qz<f qzal afax AT
gzar Gadt qrar a1 guArs At

SIgT o718 TF qEIAT
g ara qor sEa gaar

SSHT A& 1,

*x ¥

nen

g

M

Nt



4% it sxaT

..............................................................................................................

The Grape that can with Logic absolute
The Two-and-Seventy jarring sects confute:
The subtle Alchemist that in a Trice

Life’s leaden Metal into Gold Transmute.
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Oh, come with old Khayyam, and leave the Wise
To talk; one thing is certain, that Life flies;
'One thing is certain, and the Rest is Lies;

The Flower that once has blown forever dies.

* * ES

Why, all the Saints and Sages who discuss’d

Of the two Worlds so Wisely — they are thrust
Like foolish Prophets Forth; their words to scorn
Like Scatter’'d and their Mouths are stopt with Dust.

* * *

Myself when young did eagerly frequent
Doctor and Saint, and heard great Argument
About it and about : but evermore

Came out by the same door as in | went;

* #* *



WA, .

X ¥ ¥ x Kk ¥ % K ¥ ¥ X

TFST ATl FOIST 1
OF AIY § qCT SI@ g h

SAT g 991 FST
qEIHIT qT ATIT IS
@ai=l qis 48 TIgH1
qrdia frzst ai=ar g ! ngn
FHY Fipl Hl qewHe qgal
#21a giai faaraar
GFa ZIdl ear=ar arar
ey gl wiq fqug. nn

sar wmly g3 @i
T Wity "1 et
FiE) T @0 ATST TSI
sgafa sl g T4, nan



%o qra-saraT

............................................
.................................................................

With them the Seed of Wisdom did | Sow,
And with my own hand labour'd it to grow:
And this was all the Harvest that | reap’d—
“| came like water, and like wind | go.”

¥ #* ¥

But leave the wise to wrangle, and with Me
The Quarrel of the Universe let be:

Make Game of that which makes as much of Thee."

* * *

What, without asking, hither hurried whence ?
And, without asking, whither hurried hence !
Another and another cup to drown

The Memory of this Impatience !
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How long, how long, in infinite Persuit
Of this and that endeavour and dispute?
Better be merry with the fruitful Grape
Than sadden after none, or bitter, Fruit.

% * ¥
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Look to the Rose that blows about us— * Lo

Laughing,” she says, “Into the World | blow:
At once the Silken Tassel of my Purse

Tear, and its Treasure on the Garden throw.”

* * *

The Eternal Sski from that Bowl has pour’d
Millions of Bubbles like us and will Pour.

* * *

A Hair perhaps divides the False and True;
Yes; and a single Alif were the Clue —

* * *
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And fear not lest Existence closing your
Account, and mine, Should Know the like no more—

* * ®

When You and | behind the Veil are Past,
‘Oh, but the long, long while the world shall last
Which of our Coming and Departure heeds

As the Sea’s Self should heed a pebble-cast.

* * *
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Indeed, indeed, Repentance oft before

| Swore — but was | Sober when | Swore?

And then and then came Spring, and Rose-in-hand
My thread-bare Penitence apieces tore.

* * ¥
And much as Wine has play’d the In Fidel, —
And robb’d me of my robe of Honour —

* * *

Indeed, the Idols | have loved so long

Have done my Credit in Men’s eye much wrong:
Have drown’d my Honour in a shallow cup,
And sold my Reputation for a song.

* * »
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Yo Ma-s=aq

The Nightingale that in the Branches Sang,
Ah, whence, and whither flown again, who knows !
: : ‘

And when Thyself with shining Foot shall pass
Among the Guests Stars — Scatter’d on The Grass,
And in Thy Joyous Errand reach the Spot
Whence | made one — Turn down an empty glass,

* * *

Tamam-Shud
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