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wzegd =], In our study of the personal life in litera-~

ture we shall of course be greatly helped by the judicious
use of a good biography. Our interest in the writings pf
any great author being once aroused, the desire will
inevitably be stimulated to learn something of the man
himself, as a man, beyond that which his work reveals
to us. We shall be curious to see him in the social sur-
roundings in which helived and in his dailly converse
with his fellows: to know the chief facts of his outward
history—his ambitious struggles, successes, failur:s, and
the connection of his books with these; the way in which
and the conditions under which such books were written;
his intellectual habits and methods of wourk. grig =4-

FAFA AN QEAEY FA9F (%, g g8 Al T Fnah—

Distinguishing, as we must, between the reading of a
biography simply asa piece of literature, which 1s one
thing and the reading of it in connection with and as a
commentary upon an author's writings which is another,
we shall in the latter case welcome and utilise everything
that really brings us into more intimate relationships

with the genius and essential character of the man with
whom we have to deal.”
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* gumour is the flower of healthy mental growth; it

is mental exertion not for a practical purpose but for its
own sake, arbitrary and delighting in 1ts own arbi-
trariness; it is turned on everything good or bad, great
or trivial ( for to humour all things are humorous ) draw-
ing for everything its sparkling surprises and forever
catching unoxpected novelties of aspect; it is an insight
into the singularities that lie just below the surface of
+things, estimated more by their number and the quick-
n2ss with which they present themselves, than by weight

and lasting worth; it is further in its sharpest strokes the
out-come of the genial good~will, which is the normal
condition of a well balanced mind.

—R., G. MOULTON
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