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sponsible being is everywhere the same; but the
1dea, shapes various forms for itself, into which
legends, speculation and prevailing opinions neces-
sarily enter. As time goes on, therefore, questions
rise concerning this or that fact and this or thatb
ceremony, which, if indulged, will create general
scepticism. Such inquiries must ba sternly re-
pressed. In relicion lies the only guidance ior

human life. The wise legislator, therefore, will
regard the church of hisa country as the best sup-

pori of the State The subject will reflect thafb
although observance may seem offensive and stories
told of Gods 1nay seem incredible; yet as a rule
of action a system which has been the growth of
ages is infinitely more precious than any theory

which he could think out for himsell. Ee will
know that his own mind, that of any individual,

is unequal to so vast a maltter, thatit 1s of such
immeasurable consequences that although the body
of his religion be mortal like his own, he must not
allow it t0 be rudely meddled with. Ie may think
about the legends of Zeus and Here as he likes, but
he must keep his thoughts to himself ; a man who
brings into contempt the creed of his country 1s
the deepast of criminals.  The strength of the
church lies in its hold upon the habits of the people
and whoever breaks through the usages which time
has made familiar and consecreted is equally dan-

3

gerous and mischievous.
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“ We are airaid to put men tolive and trade
each on his own private stock of Reason, becauss
we suspect that this stock is small in each man,
and that individuals would do better to avail them-"
selves of the general bank and capital of nations
and of ages. Many of our men of speculation,
instead of exploding general prejudices employ
their sagacity to discover the latent wisdom that
prevalls in them. ”
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