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PHEFACE

:Eli’éhis publication contains a detalled deseription
of the pilgrimage of Serfoji Raja II (1798 to 1832)
of Tanjore to all the sacred shrines of our country.
The shrines of Northern India are described m the
first part in Marathi songs, in the style of the
traditional religious folk-music of the Marathas known

as “LAVANI”; and in the second, those of South
India are described in Marathi verse. They form an
eloquent testimony to the sincere and reasoned faith
and devotion of the great Scholar-king, Serfoji.

The first part 1s a high-class composition in folk
music and gives detailed information about the origin
and history according to tradition, of the shrines of
Northern India. The second contains fourteen chapters
and is a regular manual giving detaled iInformation
about the sacred shrines of the South. It mentions,
by the way, the several acts of piety pertormed by
King Serfoji. |

It must be pointed out that these accounts are
likely to help historical research, in as much as names
and details now forgotten or obsolete, find a place
in them, and they are likey to help the student in
tracing the history of places with the help of local
traditions and Sthalapuranams.

Serfoji has done a great service to the Marathi-
speaking world by introducing to them the numerous
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sacred shrines of the South and North India, and by
enabling tourists and pilgrims to take an intelligent

interest in the 1'611010118 and historical associations of
those places.

The FKditor of these two works, Sri A. Krishna-
swaml Mahadick Rao Saheb, B. a., has added to the

usefulness of the work by giving a summary in English
of the descriptions of the shrines in the works in
Marathi. The book js therefore likely to be useful to

non- Marathi-speaking public as well. Our thanks are
due to him for his valuable services.

We are grateful to. the Government of Madras for

their timely grants that have helped us to publish
this and other valuable works.

Saraswathi Mahal Library, S. GOPALAN
Tanjore, } ’

Ist February 1952. Honorary Secrelary.



GENERAL INTRODULCTION
TO THE

Madras Government Oriental Series.

The Government of Madras took up for
consideration the question of publication of the
various manuscripts in different languages on
subjects like Philosophy, Medicine, Science, etc.,
early in May 1948. Important manuscript libraries
in the Madras Presidency were requested to send a
list of unpublished manuscripts with them for
favour of being consicered by the Governinent for
publication. @ The Honorary Secretary of the
Tanjore Mabaraja Serfoji’s Sarasvathi Mahal
Library, Tanjore, alone complied with this request.
This list as well as a similar list of unpublished
manuscripts in the Government Oriental Manus-
cripts Library, were carefully examined and a
tentative selection of manuscripts suitable for
publication was made. The Government in their
Memorandum No. 34913/48-10 Education, dated
4-4-1949, constituted an Expert Committee with the
Curator of the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras, as the Secretary, for the final
selection of manuscripts suitable for printing ang

for estimating the cost of publication.
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The following are members of the Commaitiee :

1. SriT. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, M A., B L.,
2- , R.P.Sethu Pillai, B.-A., B.L ,
3 4, C. M. Ramachandra Chettiar, B A, B L.,
4. Sri R. Krishnamoorthy, {Kalki)
9. Dr. N. Venkataramanayya, M.A., PH D.,
6. ©Sri M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, M A., L.T.,
(. 5 V. Prabhakara Sastri,
3 5 N. Venkata Rao, M A,
9. , H.Sesha Ayyangar,
10. ,, Masthi Venkatesa Ayvangar, M A.,
11. ,, M. Mariappa Bhat, M.A, L.T.,
12. Dr. C. Achyuta Menon, B.A., PH.D.,
13. ,, C. Kunhan Raja, M.A., D. PHIL.,
14. ,, A.Sankaran, M.A , PH.D.,, L T.,
150, Sr1 P 8. Rama Sastri,
16. ., S K.-Ramanatha Sastri,
17. Dr. M. Abdul Haq, M.A., D. Phil. (Oxon),
18. Afzul-ul-Ulma Hakim Khader Ahamed,
19. Sri P. D. Joshi,

20. 4 S Gopalan. B.A., B.L.,
21, ,, T. Chandrasekharan, M.A., L.T.

The members of the Committee formed into
Sub-Committees for the variouslanguages, Sanskrit;
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi and
Islamic Languages. They met during the month of
May, 1949, at Madras and Tanjore to examine the
manuscripts and make a selection. The recommen-
dations of the Committee were accepted by the
Government in G. O, No- Mis. 2745 Education, dated
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31--8—1949 and they decided to call these publica-
tions as the “Madras Government Oriental
Series,”’ and appointed the Curator, Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the
(General Editor of the publications.

The following manuscripts have been taken up
for publication during the current year:

“A” Hrom the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Libraru, Madras.

TAMIL

Kappal Sattiram

Anubhava Vaidya Mural
Attanakolahalam

Upadesa Kandam

Colan Purva Pattayam

Konga Desa Rajakkal

Sivajnana Dipam

Sadasiva Rupam, with commentary.

PN T W

TELUGU.

1. Sangitaratnakaramu

9  Aushadha Yogamulu

3. Vaidyva Nighantuvu

4. Dhanurvidya Vilasamu

5 Yoga Darsana Vishayamu

6. Khadga Lakshana Siromani.
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SANSKRIT.

1. Vishanarayaniyam
2. Bhargava Nadika

3. Hariharacaturangam
4. Brahmasutravrtti—Mitaksara

9. Nyayasiddhanta Thattvamrtam.

MALAYALAM.

1. (arbha Cikitsa
2. a- Vastulakshanam
b, Silpasastram
¢c. Silpavishayam
S+ Mahasaram
4. Kanakkusaram

9. Kriyakramam

KANNADA.

1. Lokopakara
2. Rattamata
S- Asvasastram
4. a. Aushadhagalu
b. Vaidyavishaya
d. Sangitaratnakara
6. Supasastra.

ISLAMIC LANGUAGES.

1. Jamil-Al-Ashya

2. Tibb-E-Faridi

8. Tahqig-Al-Buhran
4, BSafinat-Al-Najat.

T
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“B™ From the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s
Sarasvathi Mabal Library. Tanjore.

TAMIL.

Sarabhendravaidya Murai (Diabetes)
Do. (E N.&T.)
Konkanarsarakku Vaippu

1.
2.
3.
4. Tiruccirrambalakovaiyar with Padavurai
5. Sarabhendra Vaidya Murai—

6.

7.

(Anzemia & Jaundice)
Talasamudram

Bharatam
8. a. Pandikeli Vilasa Natakam
b Pururava Cakravarti Natakam
c¢. Madana Sundara Vilasa Natakam

9 Percy Macqueen’s Collection in the Madras
University Library on Folklore

10. Ramaiyan Ammanai

11. Sarabhendra Vaidya Murai — (Asthma,
Cough and other lung diseases)

TELUGU.

1 Kamandakanitisaramu

2.  Taladasapranapradipika

3. Raghunatha Nayakabhyudayamu

4 Rajagopala Vilasamu

5 Ramayanamu by Katta Varadaraju

MAHRATHI.

1. Natyasastrasangraha
2. a. Folk Songs
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b. Dora Dharun Veni Paddhati

¢. Asvasa Catula Dumani

3. Pratapasimhepdra Vijaya Prabandha
4. a. Sarabhendra Tirthavali

b. Lavani
D. Devendra Kuravanii

0, Bhakta Vilasa |
7. Sloka Baddha Ramayana

SANSKRIT.

Asvasastra with Tricolour Illustrations
Rajamrganka

1.

2

3. Ananda Kandam

4 Avurvedamahodadhi

) Gita Govinda Abhinaya

6 a. Colacampu

b. Sahendra Vilasam

7. Dharmakutam-Sundara Kanda

8. Jatakasara

9. Vishnutattvanirnaya Vyakhya
10.  Sangita Darpanam
11.  Bijapallavam

It is hoped that the publication of most of the
important manuscripts will be completed within
the next four years.

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publica-
tlon are represented by single copies in the Librarv
and consequently the mistakes that are found in
them could not be corrected by comparing them
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with other copies The editors have however, tried
thelir best to suggest correct readings. The wrong
readings are given in round brackets and correct
readings have been suggested in square brackets.

When different readings are found, they have been
given in the foot-notes except 1n the case of a few

books, 1n which the correct readings have been
given in the foot-note or incorporated in the text

itself.

The Government of Madras have to be thanked
for financing the entire scheme of publication
although there is a drive for economy in all the
departments. My thanks are due to the members
of the Expert Committee who spared no pains in
Selecting the manuscripts for publication. I have
also to thank the various editors, who are experts
in their own field, for readily consenting to edit the
manuscripts and see them through the press. The
various presses that have co-operated in printing
the manuscripts in the best manner possible also
deserve my thanks for the patience exhibited by
them 1n carrying out the corrections made in the

proois.

MADRAS, CHANDRASEKHARAN
1951. Genreral Editfor.
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%his publication contains two Mahrathi works
(1) Thristhalliyatra by Maharaja Serfoji and (2) Sara-
bendra Thirthavalli by Siva Kavi. The former relates
to the pilgrimage undertaken by Serfoji to Kasi, Prayag
and other holy places of the North, while the latter
deals with a similar pilgrimage made by Raja Serfoji
to several shrines within his dominions and those
lying just on the outskirts of the Tanjore District.

They are excellent pleces of poetry and contain
soul-stirring ballads and songs. An account of the

same is given in brief in Enghsh at the end of the
texts as Appendices. A short account of the achivements
of the Tanjore Mahratta Rulers with special reference

to Raja Serfoji’s personal contribution 1s also added
to enliven the reader’s interest.

The art of composing Mahrathi Lavanis or ballads
has nearly disappeared from Tanjore and even the
practice of singing them during important Mahrathi
feasts and ceremonies is fast dying out, and to those who
still love and cherish the ancient forms of ballad-singing,
this little publication, 1t is hoped, will be of some use.

Owing to dificulties in getting presses suitable for
printing Mahrathi books, these works had to be tossed
from one press 1o another and the readers will find that
the two works contalned herein are printed in two
different presses and then bound together.
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I am grateful to the Government of Madras, the
Curator of the Madras Government Oriental Manuseript’s

Library, the Honorary Secretary and the Mahrathi
Pandit of this library for therr valuable support in
editing this book.

Tanjore

8—3__59 } A. Krishnaswamy Mahadick.
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